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Dine out. Do good. 


DINING OUT FOR LIFE THURSDAY, APRIL 26, 2012 
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portion of the proceeds will be donated to The Aliveness Project and Rural AIDS 
Action Network. Help support these agencies that serve people living with HIV/ 
AIDS. It’s the easiest good deed you'll do this year! 
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ARRESTED? 
call JEFF DEAN 
Defense Attorney 


His winning record 
has made 
Jeff Dean a name 
you can trust. 


Additions e Kitchens e Bathrooms • Basement Finish * Represented hundreds of people charged with DWI 
Windows / Doors • Decks / Porches • Roofing • Siding * Has won multiple criminal sexual conduct dismissals 
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30-year mortgage. 
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With historically low rates, there has never been a better time to refinance your 
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costs, APR is 3.99%. Payment example does not include amounts for taxes and insurance premiums. The monthly payment obligation will be greater if taxes and insurance are included and an initial customer deposit may 
A be required if an escrow account for these items is established. Loan payment example is for first position home equity installment loan only. Contact us to discuss other refinance options and payment examples. Offer is 
т 9 subject to normal credit qualifications. Rates are subject to change. Property insurance is required. Consult your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest. Home Equity loans and lines of credit are offered through 
LENDER U.S. Bank National Association ND. ©2012 U.S. Bancorp, U.S. Bank. Member FDIC. 
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ANew Aesthetic Medical Center • 120 South 6th Street, Suite 175 ¢ Minneapolis, MN 55402 


ата пива dy 


Done the way 
it should be. 


With quality workmanship since 1959 and 
a total commitment to EARN your trust. 
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Metropolitan Center for Independent Living 
1600 University Ауе Suite 16 
St. Раш, MN 55104 
651-646-8342 


www.mcil-mn.org 


Every decision we make has financial ramifications. 


When you need professional help, we understand. We talk with 
the IRS so you don’t have to. We have been preparing all types of 


taxes current and back taxes for over 20 years. We also provide 

Business Consulting and Certified Financial Planning with NO 
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612-379-1393 

www.palmkcpa.com 


STOP: BANKRUPTCY - Debt Relief 
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TEEI Providing New Beginnings Since 1991 
Foreclosure Free Consultation with Experienced Attorney 
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Ve are a debt relief agency. We help people file for relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 
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FROM THE EDITOR | andy Lien 


EVERY ONCE in a while, I've got to talk 
business. The business of getting you the 
goods, the business of what we're up to, and 
the business of enriching our community 
both here in Minnesota and on the World 
Wide Web. At this point in time, Lavender 
is available via five platforms: print maga- 
zine, online magazine (on the web), online 
magazine (on the iPad), online magazine (on 
smartphones like DROID or iPhone), and the 
www.LavenderMagazine.com website. 

As always, Lavender is free. 

What may be confusing is what the dif- 
ferences are between the different plat- 
forms. Do you want or need to go to multiple 
places? Do you need to check out the various 
platforms to get all the information? Is there 
more than what's in the magazine that you 
can pick up on stands? The answer is yes. 

Being a free publication, our print page 
count relies solely on advertising dollars. It's 
a business model that works-it's one of 
the reasons Lavender's been around since 
1995. But, because of technology, we can 
expand the page count of our online maga- 
zine to accommodate more material. For 
instance, the last issue- The Wedding Issue- 
-was bulked up to 92 pages in print...but ex- 
ceeded 120 pages in the online magazine. We 
use that platform to show additional photos, 
videos, recipes, and all sorts of pieces that 
don't fit in the print issue. The same adver- 
tisers are in both, but the ads are enhanced 
and clickable in the online magazine to be 
able to get to the websites of the companies 
that want you to know that they're there for 
you. Even better, the online magazine is 
viewable oz any computer by simply going to 
the top of our website at www.LavenderMa- 
gazine.com and clicking on ONLINE MAGA- 
ZINE. Voila. More Lavender. 

The online magazine is also now view- 
able not only as an iPad Newsstand delivery 
but also on smartphones like iPhone and 
DROID. You can set up your iPad in News- 
stand to automatically deliver the latest Lav- 
ender when it hits the internet-slick. And, if 
you're sitting around with time to browse on 
your smartphone, consider going to our web- 
site and clicking the ONLINE MAGAZINE 
button to scroll through the current issue at 
your leisure. New and completely for you. 


Lastly, the www.LavenderMagazine.com 
website is where it all aggregates-everything 
from the print issue, the expanded online 
magazine, and anything we report and post 
whenever it strikes our fancy. Reviews and 
recipes and news and videos and everything 
that is relevant to the community both here 
and across the globe. It's split up into sec- 
tions for sorting ease, but also it's clear to 
see what's been added to the website most 
recently by looking at the RECENT POSTS 
area at the top of the content. The photos in 
the home page slideshow illustrate new sto- 
ries as they publish and the fresh content is 
readily apparent. 

We've seen great traffic in the recent 
months. Since we revamped and started 
using our new website after the New Year, 
our stats are looking good and people are 
really starting to engage with Lavender as 
an online community platform. People are 
showing ownership of the online calendar 
by adding events to it and we couldn't be 
more pleased. But, keep watching. More will 
be happening in the upcoming weeks and 
months to make our free content even more 
relevant and plentiful. 

We can't wait. 
With thanks, 
Andy О 


KATHLEEN TURNER wn 
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COME SEE US FOR 
Dpecial Gift Sdeas 


+ Unique Gifts а 
+ Extraordinary Container Gardens 
+ Exceptional quality and variety of plants 


+ Distinctive pots and containers 
from around the world 


• Gift Cards 


Garden Center, Flower Marts & Landscaping 


270 West Larpenteur Avenue 
St. Paul | 651.488.1927 


Visit us at Linders.com for more information 


ELIMINATE THE 
HASSLE OF GLASSES 
AND CONTACTS NOW! 


Dr. John Foley 


Medical Director 


THOUSANDS OF PROCEDURES 
PERSONALLY PERFORMED 


Life changing results 
without spending your 
life savings. Save up 
to 50% every day on 
Custom Wavefront LASIK 


ACT BY APR 30" 


LU Save even more with your 
Vision Care or Flex Plan. 


ASK US HOW! 
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FREE LEGAL 
CONSULTATION ! 


О Family Law / Divorce О Criminal Defense | 


О Child Support 
О Domestic Partnerships 


| Randall S. Johnson 


Attorney at Law 


О Business 8 Civil Litigation 
D Wills and Powers of Attorney 


(651) 646-3755 | | 


www.rsjlaw.com 


Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 
| Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 
— pss = === === = === 


Brian Johnston, 
Loan Officer 
NML#369936 
brian@femort.com 
959.697.3595 Office 
619.356.9005 Cell 


David Lozinski, 
Sr. Loan Officer 
NML#300103 
david@femort.com 
959.697.3595 Office 
619.868.6968 Cell 
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MORTGAGE 


"Gay owned and operated" 
€ yup. FHA. VA approved 
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CALL JOFFE FOR YOUR USIK EYE [VM] AND FOR MORE DETAILS! 


SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY 


SEE FOR YOURSELF WHY JOFFE IS THE SMART CHOICE FOR LASIK 


Multiple custom 
lasers to treat: 
Nearsightedness 
Farsightedness 
ASTIGMATISM 


Our financing plans 
and Best Price 
Guarantee make LASIK 
affordable to more people 
than ever before. 


Personalized 
follow-up vision care and 
FREE ENHANCEMENTS, 
because we care. 


CALL 866-685-6994 E 


OR VISIT WWW.JOFFE.COM 


2311 Wayzata Boulevard South Minneapolis, MN 55405 
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LEATHER LIFE | steve Lenius 


Clark Bufkin, 1947-2012 An Appreciation 


CLARK BUFKIN, a notable GLBT-com- 
munity activist, publisher, and former mem- 
ber ofthe Atons of Minneapolis, passed away 
suddenly on Jan. 13 in Palm Springs, Calif. 
Bufkin leaves an enduring and many-faceted 
legacy to the Twin Cities GLBT community. 

Clark Cato Bufkin was born May 29, 
1947, in Dallas, Texas, and was raised in 
Port Royal/Beaufort, S.C. by his mother, 
Mildred, and by his grandmother, who ran 
the guest quarters at Paris Island Marine 
Corps Depot. At age 11 Bufkin told his moth- 
er he was gay, and at age 14 he was picking 
up Marines at Paris Island. 

As a young adult Bufkin lived in Savan- 
nah, Charleston, Atlanta, Norfolk, New 
York, and Washington, D.C., working first as 
a hairdresser and then as a corporate man- 
ager of beauty salons in department stores. 
His corporate position eventually took him 
to Des Moines, where he moved with his 
partner Joe Miller. In 1977 the two men 
moved to Minneapolis. 

Once in Minneapolis, Bufkin changed 
careers and in 1980 became the area's 
first openly gay real estate agent who ac- 
tively marketed to gay/lesbian clients. For 
many years he remained a prominent and 
successful real estate agent, and eventually 
he opened his own brokerage. 

Much of Bufkin?s considerable social and 
political activism dovetailed with his career 
as a businessman. In 1981 he co-founded 
the Northland Business Association (NBA), 
the area's first “gay chamber of commerce,” 
which was active until 1988. Bufkin later 
wrote that he co-founded NBA because his 
clients ^would ask me who they could contact 
for other professional services. Gay and lesbi- 
an business people needed to talk to each oth- 
er, and I found we could help each other." He 
was also on the board of the National Associa- 
tion of Business Councils, an umbrella organi- 
zation of local gay business associations. 

Building on his Northland Business As- 
sociation contacts, in 1982 Bufkin was instru- 
mental in starting Equal Time, a GLBT news- 
paper that was published until 1994. Ten 
years later, he became involved in publishing 
again: in 1992 he bought Gaze, another Twin 
Cities-based GLBT newspaper, from Brad 
Theissen. Bufkin transformed the publica- 
tion into Gaze Magazine, which he published 
until May, 1995. (Before being published in 
Lavender Magazine, your humble columnist 
had several articles published in Gaze.) 

While never running for public office him- 


Photo courtesy of Steve Johnson 


self, Bufkin worked on the election campaign 
of his friend Brian Coyle, who in 1983 became 
the first openly gay city council member in Min- 
neapolis. In the words of his former partner, 
Steve Johnson, “At a time when many in the 
gay community were either highly closeted or 
in-your-face radical activists, Clark was often 
sought out by local political leaders as some- 
one you could have effective dialogue with; he 
was also frequently quoted by the mainstream 
press as a spokesperson for the gay/lesbian 
community, and did numerous television and 
radio interviews." 

Bufkin was a board member of the Min- 
nesota Committee for Gay and Lesbian 
Rights (MCGLR) in the early 1980s; was the 
first board chair of the (reorganized) Gay 
and Lesbian Community Action Council 
(GLCAC, now OutFront Minnesota) from 
1986 to 1989; and was a founding co-chair 
in 1987 and 1988 of the Twin Cities Gay/ 
Lesbian Pride Committee, the organization 
known today as Twin Cities Pride. Bufkin was 
one of the Twin Cities Pride Parade's Grand 
Marshals in 1992, an honor he shared that 
year with human-rights activist B.J. Metzger. 

From 1981 to 1993, Bufkin was a mem- 


ber of the Atons of Minneapolis; he served 
as the club's president in 1988 and 1989. 
In 1994 he founded MN Bears, which has 
since merged with North Country Bears. 
In 1995 he achieved a trifecta of sorts when 
he was named Bear of the Year by American 
Bear Magazine, was awarded the title of Inter- 
national Mr. Daddy Bear at the International 
Bear Rendezvous in San Francisco, and won 
a Polar Bear title at a contest in Chicago. He 
was an active member of АП God's Children 
Metropolitan Community Church in Minne- 
apolis and served on its Board of Directors, 
as well as being interim pastor for eighteen 
months in 1992 and 1993. 

Bufkin relocated to California in 1995, 
moving first to San Francisco and later to 
Palm Springs/Cathedral City. He worked 
in the mortgage banking industry until his 
retirement two years ago. He is survived by 
his older brother Rusty and his nephew Em- 
mitt, former partners Shawn Janes, John 
Nettleton, Steve Johnson and Jack Gilmer, 
and by his canine companions. He was pre- 
ceded in death by his mother in 1981 and by 
Joe Miller in 2009. 0 
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Sophia Hantzes Right at Home offers services for almost any 
situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 


SICK OF SARAH & life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 


And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 


SHANNON BLOWTORCH caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
LUSH - MARCH 10 


Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


Right 

at 

Home 
In Home Care & Assistance 


952.854.6122 
www.RAH-tc.net 


What's Your Plan? 


Roya Moltaji, CFP*, ChFC*, CASL™ 
| Special Needs Financial Planner 
Financial Services Representative 
7900 International Drive, Suite 700 
| Bloomington, MN 55425 
rmoltaji@metlife.com 
www.FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 
Roya holds the Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor* designation 
Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (MLIC), New York, NY 10036. 
Securities products and investment advisory services offered by — (у 
MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI) (member FINRA/SIPC) a registered 


investment advisor. MLIC and MSI are MetLife companies. Special E 
needs financial planning offered through MetLife's Center for GO 
Special Needs Planning. L0811204775[exp1213][MN] 


For the if in life.° MetLife 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW | 


20 Years Experience in 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


phia hantzes 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. • Minneapolis • (612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | єв. Boatner 


Is It Something In The Water? 


HAVE MEN declared open season on women? Has a misogynist 
John Cleese defected to the Republican Party? Are permits required, 
or is it a right-wing vectored virus? 

Rush Limbaugh has received enough ink. But legions are spring- 
ing up like sown dragon seeds. Chuck Winder (R-Boise), sponsor of 
an Idaho bill requiring mandatory pre-abortion ultrasounds, spoke 
up concerning rape victims. 

“Rape and incest was used as a reason to oppose this [bill]. I 
would hope that when a woman goes in to a physician with a rape 
issue, that physician will indeed ask her about perhaps her marriage, 
was this pregnancy caused by normal relations in a marriage or was 
it truly caused by a rape.” 

Gary Trudeau must be reveling in dialogue descending directly 
from-if not heaven-the horse’s...mouth directly to his pen. Take 
Terry England, the Georgia state representative (R-Auburn). He re- 
counted an anecdote concerning a salt of the earth, chicken-fighting 
aficionado who promised if “those folks" would stop killing babies, 
he'd give up his chickens. This was followed by England's farm expe- 


riences delivering stillborn pigs and calves; “it breaks our hearts to 
see those animals not make it." 

No, I am not ridiculing his concern for animals. Forty years ago I 
had to drown a severely damaged newborn kitten-it pains me to this 
day. But women aren't farm animals. And though England did not lit- 
erally compare the two in his speech as the press implied (I watched 
the video twice), he 15 supporting HB 954, making it illegal (for a 
woman) to obtain an abortion after 20 weeks even if she is known 
to be carrying a stillborn fetus or one not expected to live to term. 

What difference would England say is the quality of thought pro- 
cess-if any- between an oblivious, grazing cow, and a woman who for 
perhaps four months must wake up, endure the days, and lie awake 
at night-knowing her infant is dead? Go to the playground with her 
two-year-old, and hear, “When’s it due? Is it a boy or a girl?” 

Read James Tiptree Jr.'s “The Screwfly Solution"- men gone mad, 
joining religious sects, killing women, anticipating Angels arriving to 
a cleansed Earth. Tiptree's (Alice Sheldon) 1977 black explanation 
can be no weirder than today's. О 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES ра. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 23 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


* Family/Divorce/Custody * Auto Accidents/Injuries 
• Second Parent Adoptions * Domestic Partnerships 
• Wills & Trusts * Employment Law 

* Business Law * Bankruptcy 


612.332.5100 
www.cloutier-law.com 


12 S. 6th St., Suite 225, Minneapolis, MN 
ЕКЕЕ INITIAL CONSULTATION 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 
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Experience Holy Week at ECLC 


April 5 * Maundy Thursday Services 
5:45 pm (extra child-friendly) & 7:15 pm 


April 6 * Good Friday Services 
5:45 pm (extra child-friendly) & 7:15 pm 


April 7 * Great Vigil of Easter 
6:00 pm 


April 8 * Easter Sunday Services 
8:00 am, 9:30 am, & 11:00 am 


Edina Community Lutheran Church 
4113 W 54th St (2 blocks west of France Ave) * Edina MN 55424 


952.926.3808 * www.eclc.org 


OUR LAVENDER 


LAVENDER LENS | sophia Hantzes 


FIRST THURSDAY 


MINNEAPOLIS HOME AND GARDEN SHOW - MARCH 1 


ACE RESTORATION 


en Alterna’ 


phia hantzes 
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LAVENDER LENS | sophia Hantzes 


IT'S А MOB PARTY 


HELL'S KITCHEN - MARCH 19 


photo by sophia hantzes 


Your News. Your Way. | EVER) ро ka РМ 


Your #1 Source for GLBT news. «i $ , 410 
Grt EK 


4 great ways to get your BIG GAY NEWS fix! 


Log on BigGayNews.com | ђ PO Г - 
| : | NOON-7 PM DAILY 


P 


Download daily podcast from iTunes 


= 63. 00 
Е Rail Drinks • Domestic Bottles 
Pints of Miller Lite & Grain Belt Premium 


Get the news as it happens on Twitter.com/bi 
я 


Sign up at BigGayNews.com Юг a daily email of the latest headlines 


e 422 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. • 612-332 | 
GLBT NEWS PODCAST. www.thebrassraillounge.com ` 
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СОТ KNOCKED UP 


We’re happy to introduce 


100.7 FM 


Now covering all 
of TwinCitiesLand 24/7 


7704007465 


RADOR 


REAL COLLEGE RADIO 
100.7 FM 


OPEN AT 8AM TUESDAY - SUNDAY 
990 CENTRAL AVENUE | NE MINNEAPOLIS 


FREE Pool & Darts 
PUMPS & PEARLS - Main Bar, 
KARAOKE - Lounge 

FREE $10 BAR Tab & Pizza 
for your Birthday; Week 


ÇChecke4TaythappeninmgsrattTownpbhousebar:cormkromrhelfowniHouse))Barors 
YourJNeighborhootdiBariwithIEREE2ParkimngYADWAYSISOMETZHINGIGOINGION!, 


Your Friendly Bar Welcoming Everyone. Serving Our GLBT Community For 42 Years! 
1415 UNIVERSITY AVE. W., ST. PAUL • MIDWAY BETWEEN MPLS. & ST. PAUL • 651-646-7087 ° WWW.TOWNHOUSEBAR.COM 
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477 ‘LOCAL MUSIC | Meg O'Connor 


ELLIS- 


Ellis Continues to Strike 
a Chord With the GLBT 


Community and Beyond. 


ELLIS IS full of spunky spirit, candid charisma, and an 
overall enthusiasm for life. So, it should come as no surprise 
that she has gained a strong following throughout her musi- 
cal career. 

“I grew up in a small town where country music was key. I 
remember just drinking up the old country music,” said Ellis. 

Born and raised in Texas, Ellis moved to Minneapolis at 
the age of 16. From country music grew her folk style, and 
from small town gift grew nationwide popularity. 

Ellis is a folk musician who uses her gift to really connect 
with the audience members. 

“My music always comes from the same place, and trying 
to figure out this life and understand the meaning of it all... 
it's a way for me to capture a moment and hold precious some- 
thing and be able to play it over and over again.” 

Ellis continually talks about how fascinating it is that we 
are all living these lives and are connected by the same thing 
and yet we're all so different. 

^We are all alive in these human forms, trying to figure 
out love, trying to figure out the heart and how it relates to 
the whole bigger picture as we're on this spinning planet and 
that's crazy!" 

Her seventh album Right on Time, was released in 2010 
and was called “heartfelt,” and “deep,” by the critics. 

The album begins with title song “Right on Time,” a song 
dedicated to her daughter and what motherhood has brought. 

"It's been a really powerful thing having a baby ... it really 
shifts everything, you start walking around and seeing every- 
one as someone else's kid. It gives me a softer and sweeter 
sort of perspective." 

In contrast, the album comes to a close with song “You Are 
Royalty to Me,” a memento to Ellis's “granny.” 

“Being queer, or being LGBT has been really helpful for 
me to understand that there is a bigger perspective out there. 
There isn't one way to do things. Love isn’t just one мау. ТП — 


Continued on page 31 


Photo by Mike Hnida 
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MZ 20 


MONDAY KARAOKE 


2 for 1 (9-1) ° No Cover 


"TUESDAY DIAMOND DIVA SHOW 


2 for 1 (9-1) ° No Cover 


WEDNESDAY 
LaFemme Show in the 90's Bar 
9 for 1 (9-1) * No Cover 


18+ THURSDAY 
LaFemme Show in the 90's Bar 
$1 domestic beer & rail 


> 18+ SUNDAYS 


FRIDAY = 


The 90's is in its full glory w/6 
Live DJs. Entertainment pro 
ladies of LaFemme and, of coi 
Hottest Male & Female G0-Go 
for your viewing pleasure. 


408 S. HENNEPIN Ave ° MPLS, MN 55401 ° Gay90s.com 
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SHOWCASE | photos by George Holdgrafer 


LUSH wancu 25 


Jukebox * Video Games • 3 756 Pool Tables ° Pinball • Darts 


Pull Tabs Benefit The Aliveness Project SMERHANIE ИШЕК 
OPEN: Mon-Fri. РМ.2 АМ * Sat. Sun. 4 РМ-2 AM SEXY LIBERAL 
ENJOY OUR SMOKING PATIO Coma? Y TOUR 


SR ALWAY S A GOOD TIME | 
МО NEVER А СОМЕЗ CHARGE Saturday, May 12th, 8:00p.m. 
NY at the State Theater 


| Singles Pool TOURNAMENT ЕТТЕ 
— Sun., April 15 ° 4 PM 


$50 Bar Tab f 
to our 1,000" 
Facebook “Like” 


Your BARTENDER 


THE ROGRESSIVT 


ANDREW E AN VO 


OF MINNESOTA 


лр SE OCO S eea f 
zerio Sanding Our Community Sines 1952) 
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Rebecca Heltzer Jean M. Brandl Melissa Houghtaling 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, Р.А. 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Probate, Business, Criminal Law, 
Civil Litigation, Domestic Partnerships, Wills and Trusts, Real Estate, 
Employment Discrimination, Administrative Law, and Mediation. 


We're pleased to welcome Jean Brandl to our team. 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Раш • (651) 330-8508 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 


Minnesota’s New 
Wine Destination 


aaepe mos een 
bb m Gaio m m mA. 


A 


Spring Wine Sale Starts April 12th 
15%-40% Off All 2600 Wines 


Over 600 Wines on Sale Now! 
Many of the best deals of the sale 
have already arrived. Shop now and 
beat the crowds. 


Sign up for the hottest wine e-newsletter in town 
by texting “sorella” to 22828. 


www.sorellawines.com 
612-339-4040 


1010 Washington Avenue South 


Ground Level of The Bridgewater Lofts 
Free Garage Parking! 10-9 M-Th, 10-10 F-Sat 


Hennepin € West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 


Bielenberg € Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 


3-6pm and 9pm-1am 
$1 Off АП Bottled Beer & Cocktails 


$5 Off All Buckets O' Beer 3 7 
$2 Off All Burgers After 9pm >. 
Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour ; 

on Monday & Tuesdays! 5 

**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events Em 4 


E Фф 


Clase to the Rosh Buengy Genter & The Oe писте 
ра тесу сттгеет и ата Б5102 | 651.222:3100, 


Selby & Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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Типа, tarragon and egg: what's not to love about this elegant Nicoise sandwich? Cranberry and nut studded French Toast served with as much real maple syrup аз you'd like. 
Photos by Mike Hnida 


Its a drizzly morning. The gray exterior walls of Lush 
match the sky. Inside those walls, a bouyant mix of mu- 
sic plays as neighbors sit at the bar and surrounding 
tables, sipping coffee, catching up on the morning news 
and with each other. The bartender knows every face 
that walks in the door and is quick with a drink or coffee 


refill. It could be any other coffee shop in the cities were 
it not for the beckoning dance floor behind the bar. 
Lush continues to twist and turn to be all things for 
all of their customers, and one of those things is to con- 
tinue to ramp up the quality of the food they serve (as 
the website states, this is Lush Food Bar, after all). A 
couple of months ago, they added Patrick Waller to the 
kitchen staff. He's running the kitchen after spending 
time on the line at Bryant Lake Bowl and Café Barbette. 
While none of the food is venturing into haute cui- 
sine territory-this is a comfortable neighborhood joint 
most nights-the new menu, especially the brunch, 


Continued on page 22 
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Our Evsertise. 
` , 
Mintahoe 
CATERING & EVENTS 
Award-winning catering, event planning 


and memorable spaces for еуету occasion! 


Nicollet Island Povilion . Van Dusen Monsion & Events Center 
Minneapolis Central Library . Château at Medicine Lake 
Minnesota Boat Club . Saint Croix National Golf & Event Center 
Apples Catering . Perfect Host Catering . Mintahoe Beverage Services 
Picnics Plus! . Professional Foodservice . Twin City Casinos & Entertainment 


www.mintahoe.com . 612.253.0255 


2011 Winner, ‘Best Catered Event’ 
International Special Events Society - MN Star Awards 


1,000 


wines 
650 under $13 


Catalog at haskells.com 


The Wine People! 
Minneapolis | Saint Paul | Bloomington | Burnsville 


Chanhassen | Excelsior | Faribault | Minnetonka | Plymouth 
Stillwater | White Bear Lake | Woodbury | haskells.com 


DOWNTOWNER 


-WOODFIRE GRILL- 


1 1 TM 
simpLy Beyond the ordinary. 
KOOR RO 
Kathy Jenkins - Saint Paul Pioneer Press 
PRIVATE DINING ROOM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND CORPORATE MEETINGS 
253 WEST SEVENTH STREET, ST. PAUL 
For Reservations call 651-228-9500 
or visit www.opentable.com 
www.downtownerwoodfire.com 
Free parking. 
Close to the Xcel Energy Center & the Ordway. 


LORING KITCHEN £ BAR 


Dining April 26th - Open for Lunch and Dinner 
[ Out ] Wu е 7 Reservations Оа ар 
Geren Proud to be a Platinum Donor 


www.LorincKitcHEN.com * [612] 843 0400 * 1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 
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more reasons to love us... 


3800 Nicollet Ave + 612.823.4790 


» 
¿> 
am = 


Corner Cafe 


р pm 
Sat. I ат EATA llam-l0pm 
www.itsgreektomemn.com 


Gea 


Weekday 
Jakeenos.com 
Eee 
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Weekday Breakfast М 
& Late Night dd 


has been elevated. 

The truffle scramble arrives full of pun- 
gent black truffles. The small curd scram- 
bled eggs are flecked in an insane amount of 
truffles for the $11 price tag, spooned over 
grilled New French Bakery baguette. 

For those who like their breakfast a little 
sweet there’s the French toast. Cranberry 
pecan bread is thickly sliced, dipped in eggs 
and milk before a quick fry on the griddle. 
The result is a pleasantly chewy bread, 
with the tart pop of the fruits balancing the 
sweetness while the nuts add texture and a 
meatiness to the bread. Waller explained 
that he likes the bread to remain as fat as it 
is because when he was younger, his mom 
made French toast out of thin Wonderbread, 
soaked into oblivious mush. The entire dish 
is dusted with a raw sugar powder that he 


Savory buckwheat crepe sprinkled with boozy pineapple plumped golden raisins. Scrambled eggs loaded with black truffles over gril 


makes in the back and sprinkled with an 
ample amount of strawberries and blueber- 
ries. Served along the side is a pitcher of 
real maple syrup. 

On the more savory side was a buck- 
wheat crepe stuffed with ham and gooey 
brie cheese served alongside a beautiful, 
lightly dressed mixed green salad with a 
poppyseed dressing for $10. Unfortunately, 
we found the crepe and ham were a bit dry. 

For the lunch side of brunch, we were 
also served the Nicoise sandwich. On a 
fresh demi-baguette arrived fat hunks of 
beautifully rare tuna atop a tarragon aioli 
that tasted like a creamy, bright lick of 
spring. The tuna was perfect-simply sea- 
soned with salt and pepper, wonderfully 
meaty. Thinly sliced hardboiled egg fanned 
out over the fish made it an extra hearty 


GOURMET 


y 
wu 


Newsy Bits: A few tasty 
tidbits from around town 


The Smack Shack is expanding. 
Everyone's favorite lobster roll ped- 
dling truck is setting up shop in a new 
home. They've found a brick and 
mortar store and have begun renova- 
tions. No opening date has been 
announced yet. 


Excelsior & Grand 
3840 Grand Way 
Saint Louis Park 

Minnesota 55416 


Oil: Vinegar 952.303.4220 
www.GourmetOilandVinegar.com 


roasr(— 
l 


The Left Handed Cook will be open- 
ing soon in Midtown Global Market. 
Owned by LA transplants Thomas Kim 
and Kat Melgaard, Kim comes with a 
resume that includes time at famed 
West Coast eateries such as Nobu 
and Roy’s. They'll serve comfort food 
with an Asian tweak. Look for them in 
the former La Sierena Gorda space. 


Froz Broz have begun searching 

for funding. One of the ice cream 
businesses that has me drooling in 
anticipation has begun the quest to 
legitimatize their business. They're 
hoping to raise $35,000 through Indy 
Go Go to make my ice cream dreams 
a reality (our — okay — our dreams...). 
Check them out at FrozBroz.com and 
enter for one of their weekly pint give- 
aways - currently the only way we can 
get to these insanely tasty flavors. 


Wine bar f cake 


ba 


VOTED BEST WINE BAR BY 
LAVENDER READERS FOR THE 
FAB 50 AWARDS! 


HAPPY HOUR 5-6 PM 
1/2 PRICE BOTTLES 
20% OFF GLASSES 


612.333.4305 

415 N. 1ST ST. - MINNEAPOLIS 
Hours: Tu-TH & SUN. 5-11PM 
FRI & SAT 5PM-MIDNIGHT 


тег grilled baguette. Photos by Mike Hnida 


sandwich for only 513. With the sandwich 
we got an order of the sweet potato fries, a 
fantastic mix of sweet and salty that almost 
didn't need the mildly chipotle-seasoned 
mayo sauce on the side. 

While my morning visit was non-alcohol- 
ic, the spiked coffee drinks looked appeal- 
ing, especially the Brown Cow cappuccino of 
стете de cacao, Kahlua, milk and espresso: 
dessert, happy hour and breakfast – all in 
one beverage! 

With ample amount of comfortable seat- 
ing, huge windows and patio, this would be 
an ideal breakfast spot any day of the week. O 


Lush Food Bar 
990 Central Ave NE, Minneapolis, 55413 
www.lushfoodbar.com 


Dining Out for Life is on the horizon; 
have you made your reservations? 
On April 26th area restaurants will be 
donating proceeds to The Aliveness 
Project. This is my favorite way to 
give back to the community - eating! 
Check out http://www.diningoutfor- 
life.com/Minneapolis/restaurants to 
find out who is participating and how 
much they'll be contributing (more on 
this one next issue). 


Here's a follow-up on our preview of 
Butcher & the Boar last issue: the food 
is just as good as we had expected. 
Opening went well. Be sure to get a 
reservation and to order the “101” 
Bourbon sausage, and the roast 
chicken... and the footlong hot dog. 
Oh, there are the peanut butter jala- 
peno poppers that are just so weird 
they might be genius! Oh, just get it 
all. l've yet to find a dud. 


Lastly, we were very excited to see 
that Sparks recently opened in the 

old Bryn Mawr coffee shop. Owned 
by Jonathan Hunt, who also owns 
Italian eateries Rinata in Uptown and 
Al Vento near Nokomis, this tiny shop 
serves most of their fare straight from 
the mammoth woodfire oven in the 
corner. When we asked Hunt about 
the possibility of writing a profile about 
his new restaurant, his response was, 
“We already have enough gay custom- 
ers,” and went on to explain that me- 
dia attention always ruins restaurants. 
Please consider this the one and only 
time I'll mention it. O 


SOMETHING SWEET? 


Check out our Desserts e Variety of Gelatos 
Made from scratch, ranging from light to decadent 


— 


WILDE КОЛ _ 
ipe таи, 


65 Main St SE, Minneapolis - 612.331.4544 
wilderoastcafe.com 
Follow us on Facebook! facebook.com/wilder 0 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


Where We’re Born. Lindsay Marcy (left) and Becka Linder (right). Photo by Claire Avitabile 


Spring Awakening 

Apr. 12 — May 5 

Rarig Center, 330 – 21st Av. S., West Bank, U of М, Mpls. 
(612) 624-2345 

www.tickets.umn.edu 

When German playwright Frank Wedekind penned his milestone 1891 drama on adolescent 
sexuality, he never could have imagined that Spring Awakening would also become a groundbreak- 
ing Broadway rock musical in 2007. Peter Rothstein now directs that winner of eight Tonys’ first 
local production jointly presented by Theater Latté Da, renowned and beloved for its more classic 
approach to musicals, in partnership with the University of Minnesota Department of Theatre Arts 
and Dance. 

Music director Denise Prosek says Duncan Sheik’s score, more hardcore than any of her previous 
Latté Da work, is “driven by the rhythm section, especially the guitar. The songs are contemporary, 
alt-rock, and they live in a groove intended to create an emotional atmosphere rather than a story-driven 
exploration. The rhythm, harmony, and melody range from hypnotic to driving rock beats. The band 
consists of drums, bass, guitar, keyboard, and cello. We rehearsed with a real piano for the first couple 
of weeks and now we're using a keyboard. The difference in the tone with the electronic sound made all 
the difference in the intention of the piece. It has to live in the instruments of the rock world.” 

Jack Tillman and Grant Sorenson play gay characters Ernst and Hanschen. (Sorenson actually 
directed a superb revival of Wedekind’s drama for the 2008 Minnesota Fringe Festival.) The set-up 
is that Ernst struggles with his schoolwork. As Tillman observes “when Hanschen, one of the 
most intelligent boys in the class, wants to be his friend and helps him with his schoolwork, he’s 
extraordinarily surprised, but relieved and pleased. He feels like he’s fitting in, even though most of 
the other children don’t care for Hanschen much. Ernst doesn’t care because Hanschen makes him 
feel special. And because of this, he begins to fall for him, which is something completely foreign 
and unknown to him. He’s never had anyone interested in him before and doesn’t know what these 
feelings mean, especially towards another male. While the kiss that they share shatters Ernst’s 
preconceived notions about his future and what he wants, he’s okay with it. He may be scared, but 
it’s better than anything else he’s had in the past.” 

Sorenson points out that “Hanschen uses his intelligence to cover up the insecurity he feels 
inside. He puts on airs of being above everything-his classmates and teachers-so that he doesn't 
ever appear weak or vulnerable. So then, when he finally finds a boy who falls for him, like Ernst 
does, it's this mixture of satisfying victory and ‘what do I do now’ nervousness.” 


Where We're Born 

Through Apr. 21 

Nimbus Theatre, 1517 Central Av. NE, Mpls. 
(612) 227-1188 

www.tctwentypercent.org 


In recent months director Leah Cooper 
blew us away with great productions of 
August: Osage County at Park Square and 
Independence for Theatre in the Round Players. 
As one would expect, Cooper's latest project, 
which is for 2096 Theatre Company Twin Cit- 
les, will trigger deep discussion about human 
interrelatedness. Where We're Born by Lucy 
'Thurber involves Lilly (Lindsay Marcy), who 
comes home from her first semester at college 
to stay with her older cousin, Tony (Anthony 
Neuman), who raised her. She finds herself 
attracted to Tony's live-in girlfriend, Franky 
(Becka Linder), and they begin to have a secret 
affair. Later we find out that Lilly's first sexual 
experimentation was with Tony. 

One can interpret this as a look inside 
bisexuality, which is certainly underserved in 
theater and film. But Cooper, who thinks that 
in some cases sexual orientation is fairly fixed, 
also says that in theater and in life “I find it 
more useful to think of sexuality on a spectrum 
over time and through circumstance. This play 
has its characters moving along that spectrum 
in response to need, fear, hope, and desire." 

Cooper says it's about "love, loyalty, and 
sexuality. The fact that both Lilly's and Franky's 
love crosses gender is not really treated like 
bisexuality in the play, nor is it really resolved. 
The deeper theme of the play is about how 
someone like Lilly, who comes from a small, 
working-class town, and is destined to go 
somewhere with wider possibilities, can push 
through the boundaries both around her and 
inside of her to get there. In the play, that push 
plays out in sexual ways. It's up to the audience 
to decide what Lilly's and Franky's true sexual- 
ity is, and whether their actions are destructive 
or transformative or both." 


The Ballad of Genesis and Lady Jaye 
Lagoon Cinema, 1320 Lagoon Av., Mpls. 
(612) 825-6006 

Asserting that meeting in a basement 
dungeon can spark true love, director Marie 
Losier's documentary relates the fast lane 
lives of industrial rocker, Genesis P-Orridge, 
and dominatrix, Lady Jaye. Genesis lets us 
know early on how gratifying housework 
is when done in bondage mode. There's no 
outright discussion of his transgender status, 
though we see he has a penis and has had 
breast implants. Losier's work exemplifies 
the weighted notion that gender doesn't 
really matter, implicitly beating the drum of 
transgender activism about the wrongness 
of gender binaries. But what's revealed here 
will be seen as so extreme to many (includ- 
ing liberals) that some may actually decide to 
stop heeding that drumbeat. Ironically, bb 
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m. reen bei 
GROCERS О 


11AM-MIDNIGHT MON-THUR | 11АМ-1АМ FRI | 12РМ-1АМ SAT | 12PM-MIDNIGHT SUN 
WEEKLY LUNCH SPECIALS 11 AM-3 РМ | EARLY AND LATE NIGHT HAPPY HOUR | FREE PARKING 


2650 S. HENNEPIN AVE. 612-377-4418 WWW.ROATOSHATHAI.COM 


The Wedge Co-op is proud to be an 0fficial Living Green 


meme? Join us for Lavender Night at the Jungle 


Come to the Minnesota State Fair Grounds for two days 
of demos and events, all around the theme 


с o Ask for Lavender Night Discount 
Saturday May 5, 9am-6pm and 
Sunday May 6, 10am-4pm 


ue Haro d PINTERS 


T 
Everyone Welcome, Every Day. WEDGE 
2105 Lyndale Ave $ | M-F 9-10 S & S 9-9 | www.wedge.coop 


starring Claudia Wilkens Richard Ooms Stephen Cartmell 
Katie Guentzel Martin Ruben Tony Papenfuss 


"ICE M А 

а • А 

Come experience one of a kind ^ ^ 
and critically acclaimed 


Caribbean / Indian / Asian fusion 
home cooking. 


Box ME. 


TORA JUNGLE THEATER... 
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3761 Bloomington Ave. S. Minneapolis 
612.724.3088 ° www.marlascuisine.com 


SPOTLIGHT 


this film that implicitly celebrates the melting of 
gender binaries may actually have the opposite 
effect its creators envisioned. 

The film’s most controversial point is where 
the two have cosmetic surgeries to become 
more like the other — ‘to consume each 
other — you and me just be one — and not 
be individuals anymore.’ One must ask: is this 
immortal love or codependency gone berserk? 
At what point does medically transforming one’s 
biological body cross the line into recklessness? 

The richest segments relate to P-Orridge’s 
connections with surrealist queer writer, Wil- 
liam Burroughs, and Brion Gysin’s ‘cut up’ 
techniques in service of ‘pandrogyny’ (e.g. the 
breast implants and the surgeries can be consid- 
ered ‘cut-ups’). Also worth noting, Losier isn’t 
interested at all in examining the drug-infested 
sphere of her subjects. Hence, she exemplifies 
a Dionysian polarity in queer-oriented artistry 
whose opposite pole may be said to be exhibited 
by composer Michael Shaieb and playwright 
Matthew Lombardo who conscientiously give 
evidence and warning to the queer community 
about addiction’s destructive essence. 


The Birthday Party 

Through May 13 

Jungle Theater, 2951 Lyndale Av. S. Mpls. 
(612) 822-7063 


www.jungletheater.com 

Playwright Harold Pinter’s 1958 play was dubbed a ‘comedy of menace’ and was largely panned 
by British critics. Soon after its first London production closed it was praised belatedly by Harold 
Hobson of the very consequential Sunday Times. That put it en route to classic status. 

The Jungle, which has revived dark plays by Joe Orton and John Guare, steps back into the 
shadows with The Birthday Party which director Joel Sass calls a “pitch-black comedy in which a 
couple of peculiar gangsters, Goldberg and McCann (Marty Reuben and Tony Pappenfuss) track 
down Stanley (Stephen Cartmell), who is hiding out in a rooming house straight out of an episode 
of Hoarders, run by Meg and Petey (real-life acting couple, Claudia Wilkens and Richard Ooms). 
An attractive next-door neighbor drops by and they all throw Stanley a birthday party – except it 
isn’t his birthday.” 


The Three Sisters 

Apr. 26 - May 12 

Walker Church, 3104 16th Av. S., Mpls. 
(651) 646-1764 
www.brownpapertickets.com 

Anton Chekhov is generally considered to not be a politically-driven playwright, but in retro- 
spect, his major plays, penned in the late 1890s and the first decade of the 20th century do indeed 
show us a society ripping apart at the seams. The Russian Revolution didn’t occur till the second 
decade, but (as we know) social upheavals like wars are always prefigured by events. 

Nightpath Theatre director Maggie Scanlan approaches The Three Sisters with that prefigur- 
ing sense. She asserts “the Russian Revolution was originally viewed as the ultimate victory of the 
‘people’-the 90% as it were. The ensuing results: the power being grabbed by the most aggressive 
and organized segment—the Communists—was the beginning of the end of Russia, culturally and 
socially. The stranglehold these leaders exercised over the country in the name of equality snuffed 
out the Russian culture and people. The Russian Revolution is one of the most blatant mistakes of 
the 20th century. In hindsight, it appears as a collage of atrocities beginning with the Czar’s attempt 
to control strikes and protests through street massacres to the brutal execution of the Czar and his 
family, the purges of Lenin, the assassination of Trotsky, and the ‘Terror’ wrought by Stalin." 0 


NARAL 
Pro-Choice Minnesota 


Foundation 


Saturday, April 14, 2012 
Como Park, Saint Paul 
8:00am - Registration 


8:45am - Pro-Choice Rally 


9:00am - Start 


Registration will CLOSE Tuesday, April 10th - and registration 
will be capped at 500 participants! Please, register today! 


www.firstgiving.com/prochoiceminnesota/runforyourrights 
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3024 Hennepin Ave $ Minneapolis MN 55408 
Phone : (612) 822-5588 
TA RAN www.amazingthailandusa.com 


THAILAND 


is the traditional Thai New Year celebration. 
You are invited to join us at Amazing Thailand 


etel One’ 
VODKA 


LAVENDER'S 


№ FIRST - 
) Thursdays 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


WHEN: 
Thursday, May 3 


TIME: 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 


COST: 
FREE 


WHERE: 


Hilton 
Garden Inn: 


Minneapolis Downtown 


Hilton Garden Inn 
1101 4th Ave. S., Minneapolis 


FEATURING 

Drink Specials 
Complimentary Hors d’oeuvres 

Prize Drawings 


HRC Twin Cities 
Project 515 
OutFront Minnesota 
North Country Bears 
All God’s Children MCC 
PFund 


Opens June 1! Catch This Show Before It Closes! 


Presented by Не ОБ SALONS 


DATE NIGHT DEAL! 
2 dinner/show tickets $99 
Thru April 26 • Tue-Thu eve only 


Midwest 
Pre ші ге, Promo Code: DATE • Call for details. L 


GT, ү ул» (папваб8ёб 952-934-1525 
апа вох | уш —À 800-362-3515 


written and performed by 


Mary Vander Leest 


directed by 


Phil Losacker 


PRESENTED BY 


March 22 – April 15 
New Century Theatre at City Center • 615 Hennepin Ave (Street Level) 


IN PERSON: New Century Theatre Box Office (no service fees) 
or any Ticketmaster outlet 
BY PHONE: 800.982.2787 Groups SAVE! 612.455.9501 


омиме: HennepinTheatreTrust.org 
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Thinking of buying or selling? 


Call me for all your real estate needs! 


Scott Belcher 
612-805-8880 
Community Starts At Home 


scottbelcher.com 


AGO 
CGO fiant dental 


DENTISTRY FOR THE JOYFUL 


presenta 


Miss Richfield 1981 


Benefiting the community work of... 


РА % *Twin Cities 
< PARK Gay men's chorus 
(MOUSE Жылт chorus | 


t 


PRESENTED BY 
[— Te 
i ili i ERRY A. BURG 
ere fiant dental Filister Enterprises J ERRY A. BURI MOA 


Tage 


б 
(XE АМС n [| cues EBE me 
ad ques 


Doors: 5:30 pm 
Games: 7 pm 


535 advance / 540 door 
$150 V.L.P. head table seats 


WITH BARBIE Q & GosH ALICE JONES Hyatt Regency, Minneapolis 


Tickets at www.bingoagogo.com 
" 


MEDIA PARTNER 


ea 


ZEA 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


MUSIC | Fa Huyck 


Andrew Bird 
Break it Yourself 
Over the past several albums, 
Bird has gone from being a solo 
artist with a cast of sidemen to 
the leader of a bona fide band. 
=" That new уђе fuels Break it 
Yourself, a remarkably accomplished album from a 
talented artist so deep in his career. The merging 
of multiple genres is still evident throughout, 
but there's also a looser vibe to many of the 
songs, with jazzy shuffles and nods to pop styles 
of decades past (the ‘50s and ‘60s specifically). 
The loose-limbed playing gives Bird's stories and 
observations a decidedly fresh vibe compared to 
the more-stately and formal classical-influence he 
sported on earlier albums. Even as the material 
takes on darker shades near the end, Bird and his 
cohorts' sharp playing keeps it lively. 


Bruce Springsteen 
Wrecking Ball 

The Boss still moves well 

for someone on the verge of 
cashing in his Social Security 
checks, and his latest continues 
the energetic, late-career ride 
he's been on since the turn of the century. Here, 
Springsteen uses the current economic and social 
turmoil to fantastic effect, hearkening back to the 
late ‘70s/early ‘80s “glory days". Sonically, Wrecking 
Ball is the most accomplished of his recent albums, 
finally finding a merging point between the glorious 
pomp of the E Street Band and the folk music of 
more recent albums. Still, the passing of the years 
is felt throughout the album, such as on the studio 
version of “Land of Hope and Dreams,” when 
Clarence Clemons unleashes his final E Street sax 
solo, reminding us of what is now gone. 


Magnetic Fields 
Love at the Bottom of the Sea 
Stephin Merritt and company 
return to Merge Records (the 
| home of their breakout 69 Love 

„ Songs) with a short release full 

of the off-kilter humor and oddly 

engaging tunes that have marked the band from 
the beginning. That’s clear from the opening “God 
Wants Us to Wait,” and runs through the opening 
songs (“Andrew in Drag” and “Your Girlfriend’s 
Face”), all the way keeping their collective 
tongues in cheek (well, I hope so, since the last is 
about hiring a hit man to kill a rival after beating 
his girlfriend). The songs are brief (all under 3 
minutes) and while I appreciate tight narratives, 
a number of these feel as underdeveloped as the 
back half of a Guided by Voices album. A bit more 
would go a long way. 


The Men 

Open Your Heart 

On album closer “Ex-Dreams,” 
this New York-based quintet 
brings back the raw specter of 
1980s-era Sonic Youth, blazing 
a blistering path of feedback 
and too-cool-for-school vocals. It’s not that the band 
apes the music of the past, but it infuses every note 
and pose with that sense of danger and adventure 
that is often lost by bands trying to ape a particular 
moment in history instead of understanding the 
full continuum of rock music. You can hear nods 

to moments past (the Stiff Little Fingers riff that 
opens the album), but all of this — from raging, 
distortion-laded noise (the epic “Oscillation” for 
example) to slightly softer territory (“Country 
Song”) — comes with such passion that the whole 
album is immediate, fresh, and invigorating. 0 


k Ever wonder why your 


friends call you Mandy? 


Ever wonder why everyone can 
sing along with Copacabana? 


Ever wonder where your parents 
had been the night you were conceived? 


Wonder No More 


MANILOW 


Friday, April 13 
Xcel Energy Center 


Tickets start at 10 bucks and are available at 
800-745-3000 or www.ticketmaster.com 


JAMES SEWELL BALLET 


& 
THE SCHUBERT CLUB 
PRESENT 


WITH THE PARKER QUARTET 


April 13—22, 2012 
The Cowles Center 


Beethoven's Opus 131 is the centerpiece 
of James Sewell Ballet's collaboration with 
The Schubert Club uniting the brilliant, 
Grammy Award-winning Parker Quartet 
with JSB’s virtuosic dancers. 


“a rich, fanciful masterpiece." 
—New York Times 


In the second half of the program a world 
premiere of a A Sound Embrace pushes 
into a new creative frontier exploring the 
nexus of Argentine Tango and Ballet. 


IN COLLABORATION WITH 


THE 
COWLES 
CENTER 
FOR 
DANCE 
AND THE 
PERFORMING 
ARTS 


J 


THE SCHUBERT CLUB 


Parker Quartet 


TICKETS: 612.206.3600 JSBALLET.ORG 


Continued from page 16 


grew up thinking love was one way, and 
then I got a surprise! It turned my whole 
world upside down,” she said. 

In many ways, Ellis credits her suc- 
cess to being part of the GLBT communi- 
ty. She started playing shows in women’s 
bookstores across the country when she 
first started out. 

“My music is an expression about 
me being queer. It’s hard to say where I 
would be without it, but I’m much more 
openhearted, and much more receptive.” 

Every musician builds a band of fol 
lowers. They are the people that you can 
always count on to be there, to listen to 
you, and to support you. Being a part of 
the GLBT community has made Ellis’s 
family that much more diverse. 

“There are a lot of different groups 
that find you ... it takes a village to raise 
a musician.” 

One of Ellis’s iconic attributes is her 
comfortability when she is on stage. Ellis 
said that for the first part of her career 
she was always nervous on stage, but 
somewhere along the way she needed to 
feel excited rather than nervous. 

“Being nervous is a wall but being ex- 
cited is like being a welcome mat saying, 
‘Hey, come on in to this show ... we are 
all feeling the same way.” 

One way Ellis makes strong connec- 
tions with her audience is through story- 
telling. 

“I tell stories often, and my partner 
can attest to this, and maybe even with 
a grimace.” 

But, on stage, Ellis uses her storytell- 
ing to give the audience a taste for her 
and create a more conversational vibe. 

“Tm gonna fill in all the details around 
this point, so you get a clear point of what 
Im talking about before I even get there.” 

“It might take a while to get to the 
point," said Ellis, “but once I get there 
the audience is glad I took the time.” 

Recently, Ellis has been playing more 
house shows in the Twin Cities area to 
stay closer to home because she wants to 
spend more time with her daughter and 
her family. 

But, in many ways, it doesn’t matter 
where Ellis is performing as long as she 
is getting her music out there. 

“Being a musician is very much like 
a service industry job. I go where I’m 
called to perform." O 


44 Earrings by 
Just Jules 
14k gold, green 
tourmaline and 
diamonds 


ek jewelry 
"P home 
chocolate 


“KATHLEEN TURNER IS BRILLIANT! 
IT IS BY FAR THE BEST THING SHE HAS EVER DONE!” 
- Rex Reed, New York Observer 


“А МО5Т-5ЕЕ!” - Broadway World 


“THEATRICALLY 
EXCITING” = 


- Daily Variety 


KATHLEEN TURNER 


HIGH 


ву MATTHEW LOMBARDO 
DIRECTED BY ROB RUGGIERO 


WITH TIM ALTMEYER 
AND-EVAN JONIGKEIT 


ONE WEEK ONLY! 
APRIL 18-22 


highontour.com 


PANTAGES THEATRE 
Ticketmaster: 800.982.2787 • HennepinTheatreTrust.org 
State Theatre Box Office (no service fee) 
Groups 10+ SAVE: 612.373.5665 


Concept & Design © 2010 WONDRISKARUSSO.COM ‘Photo of Evan-Jonigkeit: LANNYNAGLER.GOM Photo of Kathleen Turner: MANEREDBAUMANN.COM 
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Looking for а way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


P an NEN American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
A M E R [| CAN FAM [| LY American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 
| INSURANCE D т American Family Insurance Сотрапу 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, ОН 43240 
www.amfam.com © 2008 


All your protection under one roof ° 


E 


BENNY ANDERSSON & 


MAMMA МА: 


THE SMASH HIT MUSICAL тсз ог 


MammaMiaNorthAmerica.com 


АВВА' 


Dawn Bartell Agency 

4649 Bloomington Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


BJORN ULVAEUS’ 


@LITTLESTAR 


APRIL 24-29 * ORPHEUM THEATRE 
IN PERSON: State Theatre Box Office (no service fees) CALL TICKETMASTER: 800.982.2787 
ONLINE: HennepinTheatreTrust.org Groups 10+ Save! 612.373.5665 


PRESENTED BY 
HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 


ORPHEUM # STATE * PANTAGES x NEW CENTURY 


ow (ios AMERICA 
osc 
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4? Northwestern Mutual | f| 


FOC MAP" PROFILES 


ЕОС МАРТ is your fully indexed, fully 
searchable FRIENDS OF COMMUNITY 
MAP". 


Need a haircut, but can't find a salon or 
Ђагђег2 Or maybe you just need to find 
your way from here to there.FOC МАР“ 
is the tool to get you there. 


~ 


Ea 


Haskell's 

The Wine People! Purveyors of fine wines and spirits 
to the Twin Cities since 1934. We deliver! 

81 S. 9th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 333-2434 

www.haskells.com 


Linder's Greenhouses & Garden 


Center 

Alocal garden center with over 100 years of tradition 
and quality. 

270 W. Larpenteur Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 488-1927 

www.linders.com 


ig u 


Tum Rup Thai 

Delicious authentic Thai Cuisine made with fresh 
ingredients. 

Happy Hour Specials Every Day! 

1221 West Lake Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

612-824-1378 

www.TumRupThai.com 


ARTHUR'S 


= JEWELERS = 


Arthur's Jewelers 

Honored with more awards than any other jeweler in 
Minnesota. Expect the Unexpected. 

1717 Lexington Ave. N. 

Roseville, MN 55113 

(651) 488-0365 

www.arthursjewelers.com 


WHEN YOU CAN'T FIND IT, FOC IT! 
www.focmap.com 


RARE COINS & CURRENCY * CHOICE JEWELRY 
ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLES 


“PUBLIC AUCTION” 


APPR0X. 300 CATALOGED LOTS 


COMBINING THREE MPLS ESTATES 
(AND OTHER SELECTED CONSIGNMENTS) 


SUNDAY APRIL 22, 2012 
1PM 


PHOTO CATALOG WILL BE ONLINE 


CASH! VISA! M/C! DISCOVER! AMERICAN EXPRESS! СООР 
CHECK! ALL ITEMS SOLD “AS-IS”! 15% BUYERS PREMIUM! 
А 4% DISCOUNT WILL ВЕ GIVEN OFF PREMIUM WITH PAYMENT 
OF CASH, GOOD CHECK OR CERTIFIED FUNDS! 


SHAKOPEE AMERICAN LEGION 
1266 1ST AVENUE EAST 
SHAKOPEE, MN 
ONSITE TEL: 952-445-5253 


A 


JAMES PETERSON CO. LLC 
Р.О. BOX 24735 * EDINA, ММ 


EMAIL: Imauctnr@aol.com 


PLAN NOW TO ATTEND 


AUCTIONEERS NOTE: 


SERVICE AND EXPERTISE 


E 


LirrLE BLIND 


SPOT Д 


SINCE 1978 


FREE IN-HOME 
CONSULTATIONS 
17 8th Ave. 5. e Hopkins 


952-935-4353 
www.LittleBlindSpot.com 


P 
Mos 
Ze 


" Мопеце“ Пећ Bou Saude 


° Minnesota Orchestra | U.S. Bank Pops З 


Sweet Honey in the Rock: 
о ү 


— — 
e s Р 


ORCHESTRA HALL | minnesotaorchestra.org | 612.371.5656 


bank. 


А DELTA Starlribune ooo, Join us on Facebook & Twitter! 
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MAPLEW00D LAKEVILLE RICHFIELD 

651-766-9770 952-985-5855 612-866-0016 

EDEN PRAIRIE BURNSVILLE BLOOMINGTON 

952-941-5586 952-898-1636 952-767-3399 Premier Collision Shops 


No time to stop for our free estimates? Go to www.lamettrys.com 24/7 to receive an estimate via email. 


pd Gerra 
5 Mi oo: 
19 e 7:30 PM 
eption: 6:30 PM. 
Rar зуб s ae 
30 21st Ave. denn 


THEATER ЕТТЕ ОА presents їп ра е рне Wii dk 
^ UNIVERSITY oF MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT ог THEATRE ARDS AND DANCE; 
M 


[Hf n ÀN AM. 


The Ju "m Theater presents 
The Ica Party 
pril 27 € 7:30 PM 


i+ | ME | i Reception 6:30 PM 
ial КҮ nM. а . The Jungle Theater 
I LL 272) Lyndale Ave. S., Minneapolis 


Tickets: www. jungletheater.< com 


book and lyrics by 
music by 
based on the play by 
directed by 
music direction by 


choreographed by 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA RARIG CENTER 
STOLL THRUST THEATRE, WEST BANK 


é l Ordway Center for the parek Aris 
f by phone online resents 
Contains nudity, strong language and adult situations. | The Adda ams Family 
LAVENDER's THEATER] E May 10 e 7:30 PM 
Nig hts < 5. Reception 6:30 - 7:00 p.m. i tl GE Reception: 6:30 РМ 
at the S Theater ERE 0 0 — Ml Ihe Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 


Eee 345 Washington St., 51. Paul 


) \ RU Ak, 
AEON ANS Tickets: www.ordway.org 
0 e 0 06: BE d 
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LAVENDER LENS | sophia Hantzes 


COFFEEHOUSE REUNION DANCE 


MARCH 4 


to by sophia hantzes E ophia hantzes 


ТАСОК! 


Expanded collection available during our event April 13-14 


Exclusively at 


TACORI is the biggest name in wedding jewelry and Arthur’s ART | | | | R’ 
has the largest selection of TACORI rings in Minnesota. 


1717 Lexington Avenue М Roseville 651-488-0365 ArthursJewelers.com Expect the Unexpected. 
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BIG GAY NEWS | Bradley Traynor 


BIGGAYNEWS.COM: YOUR DAILY GLBT WORLD NEWS! 


Dubai Police Chief Denies 
Gay People Arrested at 
Party 

Huffington Post reports 
that Dubai's chief of police 
has denied reports that 30 
gay men were arrested ata 
private party in early March. 
Lieutenant General Dhahi 
Khalfan Tamim denied the 
men were arrested, but 
reiterated that homosexual- 
ity is illegal in Dubai. A gay 
rights organization says 
they've collected numerous 
first-hand accounts of the 
party and subsequent ar- 
rests. 


Anti-Gay Robo-Calls Contin- 
ue but Romney Wins Illinois 
Keen News Service reports 


that Illinois voters in the Re- 
publican primary election in 
March received an anti-gay 
Robocall attacking frontrun- 
ner Mitt Romney for his 
positions on gay civil rights. 
Romney won against Rick 
Santorum 47% to 3596. 


Madonna to Oppose Gay 
Law in Putin Hometown 
Bloomberg Businessweek 
reports that Madonna an- 
nounced she will defy a new 
anti-gay law in St. Peters- 
burg Russia when she's 
there on tour in August. “1 
will come to St. Petersburg 
to speak up for the gay com- 
munity and to give strength 
and inspiration to anyone 
who is or feels oppressed," 


said Madonna. The law bans 
so-called LGBT "propa- 
ganda." She is scheduled 

to perform in St. Petersburg 
on Aug 9. 


Indiana Gay License Plates 
Dumped 

Huffington Post reports that 
Indiana's state Bureau of 
Motor Vehicles has re- 
voked the first-in-the-nation 
license plate supporting 
LGBT youth. Republican 
lawmakers complained the 
group behind the plate, 
Indiana Youth Group, was 
giving them out in exchange 
for donations. Indiana Youth 
Group executive director 
Mary Byrne told the Associ- 
ated Press the plates were 


offered as thank you gifts 
in exchange for donations, 
which other groups have 
been allowed to do. 


Canada Warns Gay Travelers 
Over Russian Law Banning 
‘Homosexual Propaganda’ 
The Sun reports that Cana- 
da’s federal government has 
issued a travel advisor to 
gay and lesbian Canadians 
traveling to the Russian city 
of St. Petersburg. As a new 
anti-gay law takes effect in 
St. Petersburg, the advisory 
warns “homosexuality is 
legal, though some still 
strongly disapprove of it. 
Canadians are advised to 
avoid displaying affection in 
public, as homosexuals can 
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be targets of violence.” The 
law bans so-called “homo- 
sexual propaganda” and 
prohibits anything that is 
seen as “promoting ho- 
mosexuality, lesbianism, 
bisexuality and transsexual- 
ity among minors.” 


Nepal Launches Asia's First 
Gay Sports Tournament 
The Telegraph reports that 
Nepal is set to hold Asia’s 
first ever sports tournament 
for LGBT athletes. The two- 
week Blue Diamond Na- 
tional Sport Competition will 
feature athletes and sports 
from across Nepal. Organiz- 
er and openly gay legislator 
Sunil Pant said in a state- 
ment, “Renowned and 
respected Nepali athletes 
will support as coaches and 
referees for the program.” 


Defendant Found Guilty of 
Hate Crime in Tyler Clem- 
enti Case 


Reuters reports that a jury 
has found former Rutgers 
University student Dharun 
Ravi guilty of hate crimes 
and other charges after 
using a webcam to broad- 
cast his roommate kissing 
another man over the inter- 
net. The roommate, Tyler 
Clementi, later killed himself 
after learning about Ravi's 
actions. Ravi, 20, faces 10 
years in prison and will be 
sentenced on May 21. 


Head of lowa School That 
Hosted Anti-Gay Band 
Resigns 

The Associated Press re- 
ports that Mike Cooper, prin- 
cipal of an lowa high school 
responsible for allowing a 
Christian rock band to share 
their anti-gay, anti-abortion 
views with students, has re- 
signed. Superintendent Jim 
Stanton said Cooper's res- 
ignation had nothing to do 
with the band’s performance 


and that it was a plan that 
had been in the works for 
the last month. 


Russian Court Refuses to 
Register Gay Pride Group 
for Olympics 

The Moscow Times reports 
that a regional Russian 
court has refused to register 
a gay rights group hop- 
ing to create a conference 
space during the 2014 
Winter Olympic games in 
Sochi. The group, orga- 
nized by members of the 
site GayRussia.eu, hoped to 
provide information on the 
gay rights movement in 
Russia to GLBT athletes 
and visitors, but the court 
rejected their application. 
The court said it did so 
because “its aims contra- 
dicted ‘public morality’ and 
could result in the destruc- 
tion of society’s notions of 
good and evil.” 


Three Hospitalized as Anti- 
Gay Crime Wave Hits D.C. 
Huffington Post reports 
that two gay men and a 
transgender woman have 
become the latest victims 
in what has been called a 
“spate of LGBT violence” in 
Washington D.C.’s Colum- 
bia Heights neighborhood. 
According to the Washing- 
ton Blade, one gay man 
was shot inside an IHOP 
restaurant on March 11. The 
following day, in separate 
incidents, another gay man 
and a transgender woman 
were brutally beaten on the 
street. O 
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AGAINST THE AMENDMENT 


Against the Amendment: Charles Nauen 


CHARLES NAUEN, a partner at Lock- 
ridge Grindal Nauen ELLE discusses the 
upcoming vote in November to limit the 
freedom of same-sex couples in Minnesota 
from joining in marriage. Last month, his 
law firm was the first in the state to openly 
oppose the anti-marriage amendment on the 
ballot this year. 

Lavender Magazine: What prompted 
Lockridge Grindal Nauen to become the 
first Minnesota law firm to oppose the anti- 
marriage amendment? 

Charles Nauen: LGN was founded in 
1978, and we have made it our mission over 
the years to fight for justice and to do what is 
right. We think opposing the proposed anti- 
marriage amendment is all about justice and 
doing the right thing. 

LM: As you may know, the Hennepin 
County Bar Association quickly followed 
Lockridge Grindal Nauen in pledging to op- 


pose the anti-marriage amendment. Why do 
you think other members of the legal com- 
munity are also pledging to vote no? 

CN: The legal profession is large and di- 
verse. We support one another, profession- 
ally and personally. Within the profession, 
we work every day in the pursuit of justice. 
For us, the HCBA, and fellow members of 
the bar, opposing this amendment is a mat- 
ter of social justice. 

LM: What about you, personally, Charlie? 
What drives you to oppose this amendment? 

CN: I have been married 26 years to 
my wife PJ. Pofahl, we have two wonderful 
daughters, and we have a great life together. 
I believe that marriage is just as important 
for gay and lesbian couples, and voting no 
on this amendment is a step in the right di- 
rection to allow all individuals a chance to 
share in the same happiness that marriage 
has brought to our family. 


Charles Nauen. Photo courtesy of Charles Nauen 


In addition, I believe that the Minnesota 
Constitution should not be used to limit the 
rights and freedoms of individuals. This 
amendment doesn’t support or encourage 
the strength or well-being of Minnesotans or 
their families. O 
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Robert and Kevin wanted a modern sanctuary da fit with their historic home. Photo provided by Castle Building and Remodeling Inc. 


HOME & YARD 


RENOVAT IAN 


REMODELING 
PROJECTS: 


SPRING IS here, and it’s the time for change and renewal, es- 
pecially around the house. Big or small, luxurious or practical, 
any home project requires careful planning and a lot of creativity. 
But if thinking about the remodeling process makes you want to 
hide out indefinitely in that dark unfinished basement, remember 
that countless other homeowners have successfully turned drab 
spaces into absolute sanctuaries. The following three projects are 
great examples of what is possible with a well-laid plan and a great 
crew of designers and constructors. 

What started out as a side yard with too much overgrown veg- 
etation became a summer house fit for kings. Homeowner David 
Heide (Owner and Designer at David Heide Design Studio) and 
his partner, Michael Crull, loved their Prairie School style house 
in St Paul, but they wanted to create a space to enjoy the beautiful 
weather. They decided to add on and make a summer house, an 
enclosed structure similar to a porch that stands separate from 


the main home. bb 
Continued on page 42 
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6011 Excelsior Blvd., St. Louis Park 
952.920.8415 
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David and Michael can relax and enjoy their gardens and home in the privacy of their summer house. Photo by Susan Gilmore 


The couple decided to build the summer house in order to ad- 
dress several different problems. “Our original intent was to en- 
close the addition with screens, but we realized that we would be 
on our porch looking at the neighbor’s home. We wanted to redirect 
the point of view back to our home.” Opting to build an additional 
structure instead of working with a traditional porch addition allows 
the pair to socialize and relax while enjoying the beautiful view of 
their own home. Another benefit of creating the new structure was 
an added sense of privacy. The pavilion screens the neighbor’s view, 
which originally looked directly down into David and Michael’s yard. 

David and Michael first began by defining the space in the yard 
where they wanted the structure to be. They discussed the location 
and size of the summer house in relation to their existing home 


and finalized what they wanted the space’s function to be. David 
then drew up sketches of their ideas and discussed the plans with 
several contractors in order to check the reality of the pricing. The 
couple also planned a budget at the beginning of the project, and 
David notes the importance of “working in reality from start to fin- 
ish” when it comes to finances. Construction took place over the 
course of the winter with the contractor working at his own pace. 
The contractor brought all the wood used in the project to the home 
already cut and painted. All that needed to be done after the actual 
construction of the structure was finished was to do one more coat 
of paint on the trim. 

As both a homeowner and a designer, David has quite a bit of ad- 
vice to offer to homeowners looking to tackle remodeling or construc- 
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tion projects of any size. First, he sug- 
gests to “design content and budget at the 
same time.” Having an established budget 
from the get-go will allow you to focus on 
plans that are financially feasible. If you 
can’t afford to remodel the whole home, 
David says to “take things into smaller 
bites, break things into phases.” 

Next, David suggests to “look for the 
right person to do the job at hand.” Look 
for someone who has the right credentials 
for the job you need to have done. Da- 
vid says, “your brother-in-law may come 
cheap, but he might not be the least 


Continued on page 44 
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expensive in the long гип.” А little extra 
money paid for a job well done will inevi- 
tably be worth every extra penny. If you 
aren't comfortable designing your new 
spaces, hire design professionals. “You 
get what you pay for, and in the end, it’s 
ultimately worth it.” On the contrary, Da- 
vid warns against hiring overly qualified 
individuals to do simple tasks. David jokes 
that “you wouldn’t hire Michelangelo to 
paint your bathroom ceiling.” 

Finally, David touches on one of the 
most popular home renovation trends— 
"green" designs. He notes that "there's 
nothing greener than good design. Good 
design transcends trend and style. You 
can fill your cart with green products, but 
if it’s an il-thought out project, there's 
nothing green about it. It's just going to 
end up in a dumpster in five years." 

David and Michael believe that one 
of the biggest benefits has been "the im- 
proved relationship between us and the 
yard and gardens." The couple can now 
enjoy their own space and admire the 
beautiful gardens created by Rocky and 
Scooter, two people who have worked 
diligently with Heide for several years. 
David notes that the space feels like “our 
sanctuary; it's like our cabin, but it is 20 
feet out the back door and not two hours 
down the road." 

For Robert VanDulles and his partner 
Kevin, a new addition to their 95-year-old 
home created a master bathroom that 
was part of both the old and new struc- 
tures. With help from Castle Building 
and Remodeling, Inc., Robert and Kevin 
were able to transform a rough skeleton 
of sheetrock, insulation, and plumbing 
into what they now consider “а retreat" 
in their home. 

Robert notes that they wanted to cre- 
ate a complete master bathroom “reason- 
ably economically" with a *modern feel 
that still fits nicely into a historic home." 
They began by doing extensive research 
online and in magazines for styles and 
trends, and they also toured new condos 
in the downtown Minneapolis area in 
order to get a strong sense of what they 
liked. When they figured out their de- 
sired style for the bathroom, they asked 
friends and family members for sugges- 
tions of remodeling companies. Robert 
recalls that they "interviewed five compa- 


nies to compare bids, Шеп we narrowed 
it down to two and checked references 
for everyone involved. Because the price 
was close between the companies, it was 
more of a personal decision as to who we 
felt most comfortable with.” 

The best part about the project for 
Robert and Kevin was working with 
Castle Building and Remodeling. Robert 
recalls that “the crew was professional 
and had a positive attitude, and Loren 
Schirber [Castle’s Owner and Business 
Manager] was engaged in the project the 
whole time.” The courtesy and profes- 
sionalism the couple experienced when 
working with Castle made them feel very 
comfortable with the people who were 
going to be in their home. 

The project didn’t go perfectly, how- 
ever, due to issues with faulty hardware. 
Robert and Kevin purchased the fixtures 
and hardware several years in advance, 
and they were surprised to find that 
their purchases didn’t stand the test of 
time. They ended up redesigning the 
bathroom and using all new materials—a 
decision that truly paid off. Robert’s big- 
gest tip is to avoid purchasing any materi- 
als until you know with certainty that you 
have a final design. 

Robert also suggests that homeown- 
ers ask a ton of questions, especially when 
it comes to choosing a company to work 
with. “Check the references of everyone, 
including subcontractors. Don’t be afraid 
to speak up and ask questions—you want 
to feel safe and secure in your home!” 

Not all projects have to be huge reno- 
vations—Tom Thorson wanted to turn his 
unfinished walk-out basement space into a 
loft-style studio for his landscape architec- 
ture business. He needed a place to paint, 
draw, and spread out his work in, and the 
lower level of his home was absolutely 
ideal. Tom decided to go for an “industrial 
loft” feel by keeping the ceiling ducts and 
pipes exposed, as well as not covering up 
the concrete floor. Along with a studio 
area, the basement holds a lounge area 
complete with a cozy fireplace. 

Tom designed the floor plan himself, 
but he went straight to Vince Cronje 
and Jeff Ertl at Pro Home Renovating. 
“T went right to them. They get the job 
done the way I want it done. Aesthetics 


are important to them." The space > 
Continued on page 46 
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didn’t need to be overly finished; it needed to be functional. Tom 
adds that the space “is perfect for my needs.” 

Tom has a few suggestions for people looking to re-envision a 
space like he did with his basement. First, he suggests people “speak 
to designers if you aren’t comfortable doing it yourself. That is mon- 
ey well spent because it will save you tons money on problems and 
errors.” Also, it’s best to plan out options on paper first. Having suc- 
cinct plans makes initial estimate discussions with contractors easier. 
He also warns that “it’s not always the lowest cost you receive that 
you should go with.” Instead, Tom suggests that homeowners “get 
with a contractor that understands exactly what you want to do.” 

Another idea that Tom suggests is to think about how a space needs 
to change in order to make it functional. “People don’t use a space in 
their homes because it’s not up to the level of the rest of the house, but 
there are things you can do to make a space functional.” One big mis- 
take that people make is assuming that each area of the home has to 
be up to the same level of finished perfection as the rest of the house. 
Tom’s loft-style basement is a perfect example of how to renovate in 
order to make the most out of an otherwise unusable space. 

Pro Home Renovating knew exactly what Tom wanted to achieve 
with his project, and Tom is more pleased with the results than he 
thought was possible. “I didn't want it to be a pretty space—I’d say it’s 
handsome, comfortable, and practical. It’s a good way of dealing with 
a space that doesn’t have to have a higher level of finish.” 

Whether you’re looking to spruce up an old space or build some- 
thing completely new, the main thing is to plan ahead. Think about 
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Tom's industrial loft style studio is functional and fashionable. | 
Photo provided by Pro Home Remodeling 


your budget and your goals, and find a contracting company that un- 
derstands your project and is able to see it through. With a little bit 
of creativity and communication, your home can become your per- 
sonal paradise you may never want to leave. 


612-822-4769 
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WALK RIGHT IN to Fantasia Showrooms, located 
on the main floor of IMS Design Center right across 
from the downtown Minneapolis Farmers’ Market. 
As a Minnesota family-owned business for 31 years, 
Fantasia has helped homeowners and design/build 
professionals make their remodel or building project 
easy and exceptional. 

Our mission is to bring great design into your home, 
while offering products and service that go well 
beyond your expectations. 
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REMODELING A BUSINESS | Heidi Ре лег 


JBBS 


AER lde 
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Two tiers of pricing, many options. Examples of the breadth of variety at Baker Knapp & Tubbs include The Milling Road Collection Chaise Lounge starting at $2954 (above), the Simply 
Baker Track Arm Sofa starting at $3999 in the stock fabric (opposite), and the Neue Sofa with sloped arms designed by award-winning Laura Kirar starting at $10,140 (p. 50). All three 
sofas are on the showroom floor in higher-priced leather versions. Photos courtesy of Baker Knapp & Tubbs 


IT USED to be that the best furniture was kept from the general 
public, available only to interior designers and their wealthy clients. 
The rest of us in the lower furniture caste have unfortunately grown 
accustomed to pieces that are made cheaply, with materials that can’t 
stand the test of time. We are actually impressed if our desks last 
more than ten or fifteen years. In fact, we have grown so used to dis- 
posable furniture that most people share the depressing belief that 
in order to find well-built, handsomely finished furniture, you have to 
go to an antique store. 

Not to criticize antiquing-shopping for vintage furniture certain- 
ly has its appeal, and it’s the green way to go. But it can be very, 


very difficult to design an entire room that way...at least within a 
reasonable timeframe. And unfortunately for those who lusted over 
interlocking joinery, hand-tied springs and meticulous tailoring, yet 
couldn’t afford to work with a high-end interior designer, there was 
no other way. 

All of that has now changed, according to Tom Mohnkern at Bak- 
er Knapp & Tubbs. Mohnkern, along with his associate Penny Am- 
rani and Showroom Manager Kevin Walter, have opened their doors 
at 275 Market Street in Minneapolis to the general public. “We’re a 
high-end furniture showroom, but we've remodeled our structure a 
little bit. We used to be only a wholesale business to architects and 


50! LAVENDER | APRIL 5-18, 2012 


designers, and...since there are по deal- 
ers in the area like Gabberts and Macy’s, 
we're getting those end-user clients.” ОБ 
fering transitional pieces (that exquisite- 
ly refined midpoint between traditional 
and modern) Baker Knapp & Tubbs 
focuses primarily on the Baker line, but 
also includes pieces from Hancock and 
Moore, Jessica Charles, Councill, Stick- 
ley and McGuire. 

Each of these brands is known for 
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its beauty and versatility, but also for its 
ability to last. “Really what Baker is built 
on is that you're buying quality furniture 
that you're going to have for the rest of 
your life," Mohnkern begins. “You may 
get sick of the fabric that it’s in and get 
it recovered, but you really only need to 
buy a sofa once." Most of these pieces 
are made in the United States, although 
some are made in Europe and Indonesia. 
He adds, “We're proud of what we do. 
We're built on a history of craftsman- 
ship-old school craftsmanship." 

For a sofa that lasts a lifetime, some 
people are willing to pay a small fortune. 
However, it’s important to the staff at 
Baker Knapp & Tubbs that some of their 
pieces be more accessible in price point 
as well as store policy. “Baker is not just 
high-end anymore," Mohnkern states. 
*Our sofas start at $3,995. It's called Sim- 
ply Baker, and it's a great program...it 
was kind of designed for the young con- 
sumer that can't afford the $15,000 sofas, 
but some day they will." For those who 
want an even better deal, Baker Knapp 
& Tubbs offers a 60% discount on floor 
samples. 

Perusing the website at www.bak- 
erfurniture.com allows a customer to 
peruse shapes and textiles, as well as 
learn more about Baker's construction 
standards. However, the best way to start 
designing is to visit the showroom and 
speak to the staff. “Between the three of 
us, we have over 40 years of experi- 

Continued on page 50 
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ence in furniture," Mohnkern declares. 
Additionally, Mohnkern, Amrani and 
Walter are happy to offer their expertise 
in picking which pieces to splurge on, 
and which ones can help you stretch your 
budget. 

To be able to offer the best and most 
specific guidance possible from inside 
the store, Mohnkern recommends that 
customers bring in a picture of their 
room, and plans if you're working with 
an architect. “The more information we 
have, the more helpful we can be,” he ex- 
plains. Mohnkern also admits that there 
are times when an interior designer is 
definitely needed. And if that's the case, 
the staff at Baker Knapp & Tubbs can 
connect you with the right resources to 
help you finish your project. 

If anything ever does happen to your 
furniture, the store also makes getting it 
taken care of much easier than the typi- 
cal furniture warranty experience one 
gets from the big box stores. Mohnkern 
concludes, ^We stand behind our prod- 
uct. We make a great product. We are 
the clients' biggest advocates. If there's 
a problem, we definitely stand behind it. 
Sometimes there's some red tape to deal 
with, but we do it." 

Located inside International Market 
Square, Suite 335, Baker Knapp & Tubbs 
is not the only showroom there that is 
open to the general public. However, the 
building is still oddly quiet and sparsely 
populated, perhaps due to the fact that 
it still carries the reputation, and the 
ambiance, of being interior designer- 
only. However, if you're in the market 
for a piece of furniture that you will en- 
joy growing old with, it's a great time to 
shop before the showroom gets busier. 
Additionally, if you're shopping at In- 
ternational Market Square and not sure 
whether a particular showroom is open 
to the public, just check the sign just out- 
side the door. And for more information 
about Baker Knapp & Tubbs, call the 
showroom at 612-341-2906. O 
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Green Behind the Glass 


A Modern Twist on a Growing Trend 


In the world of gardening, trends come 
and go, and sometimes the most fabulous 
trends become, well, trendy again. This is 
definitely the case with terrariums- the new 
“in thing” for indoor spaces. 

These modern day miniature gardens un- 
der glass, just like their 1970's counterparts, 
can be just as elaborate and complex as you 
want to make them. Here are a few tips we 
have learned along the way. 

The first step is to select a glass vessel 
to house your creation. Choose any glass 
container without drainage. It could be any- 
thing from repurposed old apothecary jars, 
decanters, or bottles, to modern vases or 
containers-even an unused aquarium would 
fit the bill. Selecting the glass container is 
part of the fun. Unless you are a master with 
chopsticks, or have extremely tiny hands, a 
larger opening or removable lid will make the 


process a lot easier. Even though building a 
ship in a bottle is possible, a wide-mouthed 
opening will allow easy access for building, 
editing, and caring for your creation. 

Because terrariums do not have drainage 
holes, spread a 1-3 inch layer of small peb- 
bles or stones on the bottom of the container 
so water can drain from the soil above. Add 
a layer of horticultural charcoal on top of the 
pebbles to help filter the water and air within 
the terrarium as organic matter decompos- 
es. Add a good, well-drained potting soil, and 
you are ready to plant. 

Terrariums are miniature ecosystems re- 
quiring all the same things that a full sized 
garden would need, but on a much smaller 
scale: light, moisture, nutrition, and editing. 
The key is to choose plants with similar light, 
moisture, and humidity needs. For instance, 
a terrarium with a smaller opening or remov- 


able lid would be a perfect environment for 
high humidity loving ferns, club mosses, 
Venus fly traps, baby tears, creeping fig, 
pilea, miniature begonias, Swedish ivy and 
tiny bromiliads. These are just some of the 
plants that could coexist in your terrarium. 
Air plants (epiphytes), like Tillandsias and 
interesting mosses, will further comple- 
ment this mix of plants. You can also create 
dryer ecosystems in more open containers 
where moisture cannot collect by choosing 
a more drought-tolerant mix of succulents 
like aloe, agave, sedum, miniature pencil 
cactus, echiveria, etc. With whatever plant 
group you choose, make sure their needs 
are compatible. Combine plants with vari- 
ous heights, forms, textures, and colors for 
best visual results. Accessorize with stones, 
shells, sticks, and pods to create your own 
custom landscape. 
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In a more closed terrarium with a 
smaller or removable lid, very little wa- 
ter is needed. Moisture will collect on 
the sides of the glass and drip back into 
the terrarium while adding to the high 
humidity. When the plants need water- 
ing, do so gently, being careful not to add 
too much. Remember, there is no drain- 
age, so usually err on the side of too little 
versus too much water. The more open 
the container, the more you will need to 
water. Once an equilibrium is reached, 
moisture in the terrariums will be nearly 
self-sustaining. 

Just like any garden, a little editing 
and care will ensure a healthy environ- 
ment for all the plants in the terrarium. 
Fertilize sparingly to discourage exces- 
sive growth. Don't be afraid to snip back 
plants that are growing too fast. There is 
a bully on every playground, even in the 
plant world, so it will be your job to look 
out and protect the less vigorous plants 
from being consumed by the others. 

Sounds pretty easy, doesn’t it? It 
might be time to let a terrarium provide a 
big green thumb imprint in your life. Tak- 
ing little room, their foot print is as tiny 
as the self-sustaining ecosystem within 
their clear walls. Be inspired by some 
of the terrariums we put together at the 
garden center, and we will help you put 
together your own. It is what we do. How 
long will the terrarium craze last? Who 
knows, but we suspect quite a while, 
whether these gardens behind glass re- 
main in vogue or not. 


Scott Endres is co-owner of Tangletown Gardens and 
Tangletown's Wlse Acre Eatery on 54th and Nicollet 
in South Minneapolis. 
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Cadillac SRX 


Photos by Randy Stern. 
ШОО 


A LONG time ago, Ше tag line “Standard 
of the World” stood for something special. 

Over 100 years ago, the Cadillac Motor 
Car Company earned the right to call itself 
a “standard” above all else by advancing the 
automobile on several fronts. In 1908, Cadil- 
lac won the Royal Automobile Club’s Dewar 
Trophy for demonstrating vehicle reliability 
with extensive use of interchangeable parts. 
Cadillac engineers disassembled one of their 
cars, built it back up again and drove off in 
it. Back in 1908, that was considered revolu- 


tionary. A second Dewar Award was earned 
in 1912 for Cadillac’s revolutionary key-initi- 
ated electric starting system. 

These award-winning innovations are 
things we take for granted today. By giving 
the automobile a much-needed boost at a 
time when not a lot of people even consid- 
ered one as part of their lives, we could ap- 
preciate Cadillac’s right to proclaim itself as 
the “Standard of the World” a century ago. 

For decades, Cadillac was the best selling 
luxury car in the world. It retained its lead- 


ership by being audacious in every way. We 
recognize the fins of the 1959 Cadillac — and 
the staggering detail of every inch of that 
model. There had to be a point where Cadil- 
lac’s claim of being “Standard of the World” 
would no longer become relevant. 

That moment came in the 1970s. Gas cri- 
sis, a recession and a change in consumer 
tastes became telltale signs that Cadillac’s 
relevance would begin to wane. All of the 
sudden, a generation of well-to-do consum- 
ers began to embrace more efficient > 
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and smaller luxury status symbols. Mer- 
cedes-Benz took advantage of this turn in 
the luxury car field as the Sedan de Ville was 
replaced by the S-Class. 

Since then, General Motors has been 
soul searching to find a way to make Cadillac 
relevant once again. It began taking steps to- 
wards developing products that challenged 
perceptions of the brand. Not everything 
was a winner, but you could tell how much 
effort Cadillac was putting forth to not only 
become relevant again — but to become a 
global player in the luxury car market. 

Since 2010, the SRX sat right smack in 
the middle of an evolving lineup for Cadil- 
lac. The brand’s signature Art&Science 
design language was translated elegantly 
onto GM’s global Theta platform. As pretty 
and luxurious as the SRX was, their engines 
bore the biggest complaints. While automo- 


tive journalists felt the 3.0litre V6 was too 
weak for this heavy five-passenger cross- 
over, consumers weren’t convinced that the 
Saab supplied 2.8litre turbocharged V6 was 
the way to go. Cadillac had to do something 
to instill consumer confidence in its lavishly 
designed two-row crossover. 

To resolve this problem, Cadillac dropped 
the familiar 3.6litre High Feature V6 under 
the SRX’s hood. This direct-injected engine 
sports 308 horsepower — more than any of 
the engines offered from the previous model 
years. It sounds like they resolved the prob- 
lem in performance by creating a much bet- 
ter proposition for the consumer. But, was 
this the right thing to do? 

Consider this fact: In February of 2012, 
SRX sales accounted for 43.3% of all Cadillac 
sales. It is currently the best selling product 
in the Cadillac lineup, a contrast to a year 


ago when the CTS held the same title for the 
brand. This could be considered a success, if 
the SRX was good enough to meet the lofty 
title of “Standard of the World.” There is only 
one way to find out: A cross-examination of 
the SRX. 

This crossover certainly has the look of a 
Cadillac. The Art&Science design combined 
the best of the brand’s heritage with con- 
temporary lines and themes. Some might 
say that for the past decade Cadillacs have 
become folded over, soulless devices. There 
are some angles that appear that way, but 
look closely...there are some “fin affects” in 
the front and in the back. The taillights took 
me back to 1969. The rear C-pillar windows 
have angles reminiscent of a Sedan de Ville, 
circa 1964. However, the front end and the 
20-inch alloy wheels are indeed modern 
touches. 
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Inside continues the Art&Science theme. 
Cadillac thought it was great to have cir- 
cular pods for its dials and a rise-up center 
screen for the center stack readouts. It still 
is, and the treatment is rather nice. The di- 
als are black-on-white with an LCD screen in 
the middle of the speedometer pod. This is 
where the vehicle information readouts live 
– all beginning with a Crest-and-Wreath to 
welcome you. 

The center stack has GM’s familiar field 
of buttons and knobs with the screen par- 
tially tucked away when уоште in drive or 
not using the navigation system. The screen 
does rise when you put the SRX in reverse 
with a camera showing you what's directly 
behind you. If you do use the navigation 
screen, it is the latest touch model employed 
across all GM lines. 

The SRX Premium tester offered practi- 
cally everything imaginable short of the 
kitchen sink. You only get two rows of seat- 
ing in the SRX — the front row seats are taut, 
but can be adjusted to compensate plenty of 
bodies behind the dashboard. Rear seat pas- 
sengers get plenty of headroom and the seat 
backs recline. Yet, rear legroom may be suf- 
ficient for average sized people, so choose 
whoever sits where wisely when going on a 
long journey. Perforated leather drapes both 
rows of seating, while various leather and 
soft touch materials and decent carpeting 
cover the remaining parts of the cabin. For 
the most part, these seats could use some 
additional cushion for support and comfort. 

Cargo space is immense enough to fit a 
kitchen sink and a faucet. In reality, it will 
pack a week’s vacation for four somewhere 
worth driving to. You can install the cargo 
fence along a u-shaped track to keep the sink 
and its components from crashing through 
the power-operated lift-gate. The fence is at- 
tached to the hatch that opens onto the sub- 
floor of the cargo hold and is installed into 


sliding pods on the track. 

Another blast from the past is the Bose 
audio system. Though better than any Bose- 
powered system in previous Cadillacs, its 
eight speakers filter a beautiful noise full of 
AM, FM and XM radio or various options of 
sound ranging from CDs to your iPod. This 
SRX came with the only available option on 
the Premium model- a pair of rear seat video 
screens with your own controls and head- 
sets. To add a more dramatic affect to your 
SRX, there is the Ultraview Sunroof that 
gives you unlimited view of the sky above 
for all passengers to enjoy. Keep in mind that 
only the front part of the roof opens up to let 
the atmosphere enter from above. 

About that 3.6litre V6 — it is quite good. 
The job of hauling about 4,400 pounds takes 
all 308 horses to master. In comparison to 
GM’s three-row crossovers (the Chevrolet 
Traverse, GMC Acadia and Buick Enclave), 
the SRX is 400 pounds lighter with 20 more 
horsepower to work with. Strangely enough, 
the SRX’s engine lost 5 pounds-feet of torque 
in the process. Having driven the three-row 
crossovers in the past, I found this engine to 
work a bit better in the SRX. Yet, this cross- 
over could use some better sound deaden- 
ing as the engine made its presence known 
under full throttle. The V6 is connected to a 
six-speed automatic with a fantastic all-wheel 
drive system. Shifts were smooth for the 
most part. 

Incidentally, the V6 can run on both 
regular petrol and E85 ethanol. If you’re con- 
cerned about the rising cost of fuel this year, 
filling the tank of the SRX with E85 would be 
a good option for you. 

When driving the SRX, you do feel the 
size of this crossover — more the weight, 
width and height than the length. It shows 
in the handling as it ranges from smooth 
to a bit light on the curves. There is some 
slight roll, but not pronounced. If you do put 


the SRX in the bends, the best approach is 
to simply take it easy. The 20-inch Michelin 
Latitude tires provide nice grip though. 

The SRX is a smooth riding crossover 
overall. However, road imperfections can be 
felt, but not enough to cause major alarm in- 
side the SRX. Steering action is reasonable 
with a decent turning radius, but there are 
occasions when there is a numb feeling from 
the wheel itself. Braking ranged from mushy 
with long stops to surer action even at mod- 
erate to short stops. 

The SRX did yield a better result in one 
area: Fuel consumption. Any time I would 
touch GM’s 3.6litre V6, I ended up in the 
17-18 MPG range. Granted, these are from 
vehicles that are 400 pounds heavier with 
20 less horsepower. In the SRX, I achieved a 
fuel consumption average of 19.8 MPG. Ac- 
cording to the sticker – this is where the SRX 
is supposed to be. 

At just over $51,000, this fully loaded Ca- 
dillac is a decent buy. You can get an SRX 
with less stuff in it. The luxury crossover 
starts at over $35,000, but if you get greedy 
with the trim levels and options, you will 
head towards the top of the range — such as 
this Premium grade tester. 

Does the SRX fulfill the brand’s promise 
of being the “Standard of the World?” If the 
measuring stick is the 556 horsepower CTS- 
V, achieving that tag line rests on the upcom- 
ing ATS and XTS, based on the mission and 
upcoming technology both will employ. The 
SRX is simply a good two-row luxury cross- 
over that attains the best the Cadillac brand 
offers today. 

The SRX is not exactly the “Standard of 
the World." It is pretty close to being that. L1 


Randy Stern is an automotive writer from Robbinsdale, 
Minnesota. He can be followed at Victory & Reseda - 
http://www.randystern.net. 
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The Ripple Effect 


CALL ME naive, but I believe in the pow- 
er of story, particularly one’s own story. Per- 
sonal stories can move us in completely un- 
expected ways. It’s for this reason that when 
I meet someone new, I like to ask, “Please 
tell me your story.” What I’ve heard in re- 
sponse has never bored me. 

I practice what I’m preaching here. Re- 
cently, the Board of Directors for the Hen- 
nepin County Bar Association had before it 
a resolution that I helped write. The resolu- 
tion called upon all Hennepin County law- 
yers—8000 attorneys strong, the 10th largest 
bar association in the country—to “take af- 
firmative action” to defeat the anti-marriage 
amendment to Minnesota’s Constitution that 
will be voted on in November. 

I was one of three people invited to speak 
in support of the resolution. “I used to be a 
boy,” I started. “Now, I'm a girl.” 

I paused and looked at thirty faces look- 
ing at me. They still seemed interested. And 
why not? After all, it’s not every day that you 
hear someone talk about flipping genders. 

I continued. “When I was male, I was a 
first-class citizen. I could legally marry the 
love of my life, Lydia. Now that I’m a woman 
attracted to other women, I’ve become a sec- 
ond-class citizen. If by some miracle Lydia 
came back to me, ironically, we wouldn’t be 
able to marry. Under Minnesota law, I’m not 
good enough to marry my soul mate.” 

I explained that nothing about me had 
changed other than my outward appearance. 
I’m still the same good person I was before 


I transitioned to a woman. In fact, in many 
ways, as a woman, I’m a better, healthier per- 
son than I ever was as a man. I asked, “Why 
is it that once I found my authentic self, I lost 
my rights?” 

I watched as people nodded. They under- 
stood. 

Many Board of Directors members were 
already against the anti-marriage amend- 
ment, so it may be that my words were mere- 
ly icing on the cake. In the end, not only did 
the Board think the resolution was a good 
idea, they went beyond it and joined Minne- 
sotans United for All Families, the umbrella 
organization that's leading the fight against 
the anti-marriage amendment. 

A couple days later, I was at a social event 
for the Bar Association when a man intro- 
duced himself. Sam was at the Board of Di- 
rectors meeting and had heard my “second- 
class citizen" speech. “It made me think," he 
said. ^I never considered that someone could 
lose rights simply because they were honest 
about who they are." 

Sam related that his wife was against gay 
people marrying. "She's way more conserva- 
tive than me," he confided. However, after 
hearing me speak, Sam went home and told 
his wife about me and how I'm a once-mar- 
ried-man-now-unable-to-marry-woman. 

My story apparently resonated with Mrs. 
Sam. 

"After I told her about you and how you'd 
be unable to remarry Lydia, my wife sudden- 
ly changed her mind about the anti-marriage 


amendment," Sam said. “Нег words were, 
"That's not right.' Now, she wants the amend- 
ment defeated." 

I couldn't keep from smiling. It felt good 
to think something I said had rippled across 
the pond to positively change someone's 
opinions. That my words had helped turn 
black to white. 

In the larger picture, it's not going to be 
that easy. There are powerful, entrenched 
forces bearing down in support of the anti- 
marriage amendment, and we've barely ex- 
perienced the media ads that those who hate 
us will put forth. We run the risk that other 
Mrs. Sams will tune out, rather than tune 
into, our common humanity. 

Still, don't underestimate the power of 
our personal stories. Every GLBTQ per- 
son should talk about whom they love and 
what they want as human beings. I don't 
care which alphabet letter you are—gay or 
lesbian, bisexual or transgender or queer— 
just tell your neighbors, coworkers, and that 
somewhat cold relative, about how you want 
the ability to marry just like plain old straight 
folks. “I’m in love with Susie. We simply want 
what every straight person takes for grant- 
ed—the ability to say 1 do,’ and then make 
our life together in a house with a white pick- 
et fence and a neurotic, yappy dog running 
around in the front yard." 

That kind of story ripples across the pond, 
too. If all of us speak up, the collective ripple 
could become a tsunami. I’m convinced of it. 

And so, please, tell them your story. O 
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St. Louis Park, MN 55416 


p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 
paulvGRORTax.com | RORTax.com 


Lee Roehl e Mike Cassidy • Mike Simon 


Lee Zurek • Paul Vetsch 


Did Social Security Say 
You're Not Disabled? 


We specialize in appealing 
Social Security disability claims. 


No Recovery - No Fee 
Call us and get the help you need. 


Eileen Bohn 
763-557-6525 


bohnandassociates.com 


Bohn&Associates 


Social Security Disability Claim Services 


AUTOMOTIVE 


ADDICTION INFO & TREATMENT 


М AR 
INQTITUTE 


Creating a Healthy LGBT Community 


800-547-7433 
www. pride-institute.com 


ALARM PROTECTION 


OIL CHANGE’ 8 PIZZA 


Present this coupon to receive 
an oil change for $26.95 AND 
a voucher for one FREE 12” 
one (1) topping pizza from 

Fast Freddie's e 
E - Stop in today! 
Not valid with other оты: Most vehicles. 


Up to 5 gts of conventional oil & filter. 
See store for details. 


1200 Glenwood Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN . Tel: 612-377-4900 
(Convenient location near International Marker’ Square) 


WWW. northwesterntire.net š 


EsgrovNEsr-r: a 
AUTO CARE === K 


Full Service Eco-Friendly Auto Service ` 
Home of Honest Mechanics: 


2217 Lyndale Ave. S. e Minneapolis, MN 55405 
Hours: Mon-Fri - 7-6 • Saturday 8-4 
(Additional locations in Anoka and Eagan) 

(612) 871-7545 
www.honestiuptown.com 


Gordy Neuman 


Mobile: 612-366-2050 
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 


BrRortecrion, inc. 


Commercial - Residential - Fire 
Business: 612-728-0000 - Fax: 612-721-8993 
Email: gordy@ask4asap.com Web: www.ask4asap.com 


ATTORNEYS 


amm 9 
(HAGENS 2252.) 


Free Estimates 
All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls L 
(612) 872-6671 N 


BANKRUPTCY [S 


Say Hello to 
Financial Freedom 


CazALES LAW uc 
(612) 483-1320 
Free Consultation 
www.cazaleslaw.com 


To Advertise in 
THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 
2920 Bryant Ave S #105 • Minneapolis GE 
[ Ri. 


BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 


N 
Audie: 612.203.1880 


EMPLOYMENT 


FLORAL SHOPS 


Come see our fabulous 
spring flowers! 


651-646-7244 
www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


A New Year... À New Mou 
Lets get started with a 7 
FREE Session today! | 


Personal Trainer 


B.S. Kinesiology Exercise Science, 
ACSM Certified 


ENDGAME FITNESS 


MINNEAPOLIS & ST. PAUL AREA 


218-259-5894 
Endgamefitness.net 


aders receive a 1096 discount 


nde 
da they mention this ad! 


N 
CONSTRUCTION INC 


612.760.2863 


Trusted vendor of: Caribou Coffee, Famous Dave's, Don Pablo’. Fully Licensed, Bonded & Insured #20638861 
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HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


SINCE 1998 


La = 
Angie list 


Siding 
Roofing ° Windows ° Decks 


North Metro 763.856.1390 
South Metro 952.884.2005 


Financing Available • Free Estimates 
MN General Contractor * MN License #20384780 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE • REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Youn Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
' SOSHOMECARENIN.cOM 
TODD ОК LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


Service, Integrity, Quality 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


A - Z ELECTRIC 


Е We'll do (almost) anything A-Z! 


АП forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small * Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service • Licensed Вопдед Insured 


Chris 612.275.2117 


AN sta ORD 


HOME SERVICE 


ELECTRIC * HEATING * COOLING 
AUDIO • VIDEO • SECURITY 


LIFE. STYLE. INSTALLED" 


952-927-7194 Ki 
www.staffordhomeservice.com _ facebook.com/StaffordHomeService 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 
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MATT'S 
TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


"Well go OUT on a limb for you.” 


Serving the Metro Area 
FREE Estimates for Removal & Trimming 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
Tree Removal ° Tree Trimming * Chipping 
Stump Grinding • Storm Damage 
Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 


Emerald Ash Bore, Dutch Elm Disease and 
Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience * Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


GREEN AS A 
ТТ 


Residential & Commercial Cleaning Services 
The best clean with greent LE 

All o& our products аге non-toxic & biodegradable. 
Insured and bonded! 

Call Today! (651) 895-5522 ° они 


euh а Ү ҮЛҮ ҮҮ ToT Ob 
INSURANCE 


NOBODY 


PROTELTS 


YOU FROM 


UKE ALLSTATE 


I can help you get the coverage you need. 
People who switched to Allstate saved money 
and got more protection. Which means they're 
better prepared for the mayhem that can happen 
everywhere. So don't wait! Call me today. 


LOIS A. CASTANEDA @ 


(612) 8716830 
Allstate. 
You're in good hands. 


127 W. GRANT ST/C, MINNEAPOLIS 
ге subject to terms, conditions and availability 


a073414@əallstate.com 
Coverage and savings based on policy features selected and ar 
Allstate Indemnity Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Company 


INSURANCE 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


Davina M. Baldwin 


Serving the Greater Twin Cities 
GLBT Community For More 
Than 25 Years. 


For More Information Visit: www.qlibrary.org 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


š, Pets Кетет 

i Cremation Service 
Gentle, Sensitive • One-at-a-time s 
(651) 633-4564 < 
petsrememberedcremation.com же = 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist • 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


=. 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


Call or stop by to see how much you can save. 
Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


AMERICAN FAMILY 
PINSURANCE | 


07491 10/11 e 


Lisa M. Chase, PhD, LICSW 


651:278:5370 


Stillwater 
Minneapolis 


Psychotherapist 


Lisa Chase Site: Psychology Today 


THE NETWORK 
EEE 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Health & Wellness Coaching 


James L. Stolz, LICSW, Certified Wellness Coach 


METROPOLITAN 


7300 France Ave, Edina, MN 55435 | (952)288-2230 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., Р.Д. 


Licensed Psychologist 


Mindful Intentional Living 
Individual & Couples Therapy 
No Cost Initial Session 
Most Insurance Accepted. 
Visa/Mastercard accepted. 


тт SD 


Lake Pointe Centre 

3100 W. Lake St., Ste #419 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
612.922.9100 
kate_heffelfinger@msn.com 


REAL ESTATE 


Buying is Easy. 
Moving, that's Hard! 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist ™ 


MAVEK 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


MoriunEarinela 


Experience, Serious Resuts. 


уои 


612-298-5400 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


Kent Bowker 


At your doorstep i the ety o Out t the burbs. 
612.986.8622 


kentbowker@edinarealty.com 


Edina Realty... 


«©. 
|“ 
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DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


Republicans Are No Fun and 
They Don't Like Sex 


IT’S SUNDAY. My girlfriend and I woke 
up with the determination to turn over a 
new leaf! We were going to go to church, 
help old folks cross the street and feed hun- 
gry kids. But then we turned on the Sun- 
day morning political shows and changed 
our minds. There we were met with a wall 
of blathering Republican sociopaths who 
want to put the gays in prison (but not the 
fun type of prison where we get to have 
1950's campy jailhouse movie sex) and 
poke us with sticks. 

So, instead of making the world a better 
place to live, we drank beer before noon, 
had gay sex and then smoked a medicinal 
leafy substance—all to upset our Republi- 
can overlords. 

I'm not a very political person, mainly be- 
cause I'm not a very serious person. I do not 
like to live in reality. I like the type of nature 
videos that show a beagle adopting a baby 
alligator. I turn it off before the baby alliga- 
tor grows up and eats his adoptive mother. 
It’s the same with politics. I like reading 
about the loveable traits about politicians— 
Churchill's failure as a farmer because he 
made the mistake of naming all his pigs and 
cows and, thus, couldn't slaughter them 
(and not his alarmingly racist views); Harry 
'Truman's fondness for Old Fashions and 
children (and not his blithe attitude toward 
nuking Japan); Clinton's eternal spunk (and 
not his Oval Office spunk....I know, that's 
disgusting. Sorry). I even get a ЂЕ weepy 
when I'd see that moron George Bush cud- 
dling Barney the dog. 

But it's nearly impossible to mine one 
loveable gem from this desiccated field of 
Republican lowlifes. They remind me of 
everyone's least favorite parents when we 
were in high school. The super uncool and 
judgmental adults who will not only call 
your parents if they catch you drinking in 
their basement, but will also call the cops 


and your school's lady dean, who is always 
a spinster and really mad that you're hav- 
ing any fun. 

They're the types who are dementedly 
involved in their kids' lives, volunteering to 
chaperone the prom, hovering over punch- 
based parties at their homes, and meeting 
weekly with teachers to ensure that their 
kids' get their share of extra-credit work. 
Inevitably, their kids turn into big freaks 
once they are let off their leash and sent to 
college. They're the first ones to OD, get 
pregnant, and join a campus cult. 

I was never much of a rebel in high 
school. The only time I misbehaved was 
when I'd rub up against uptight, selfrigh- 
teous adults who thought I was a bad in- 
fluence just because I refused to dress in 
pastels. They made me want to be bad and 
drag their kids down with me. I'd convince 
them to shoplift, drink Boone's Farm Wine 
Coolers, and sleep with one of the bad boys 
who worked at the service station. 

And I'm reacting the same way, now. 
Every time I see Rick Santorum's pinched 
face, I want to get an abortion. I've never 
been pregnant and I've never wanted to be, 
but every time I see that imbecile's weak 
chin quiver, I want to call my college boy- 
friend, ply him with a gin-based drink, and 
make him get me pregnant, just so I can fol- 
low it up with an abortion. Oh, and I really 
want to sleep with Romney's wife, because 
a.) she's hot; and b.) how dare the Mor- 
mons tell me that I can't have gay sex. ГЇЇ 
show them by shtupping the top Mormon 
lady in all the land! 

As for all you misguided kids consider- 
ing voting Republican, don't do it! Demo- 
crats believe that sex between consent- 
ing adults is fun and healthy, and that 
marijuana should be legalized. So give into 
peer pressure and join the Democratic fun 
bunch. O 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 

recovery solutions. Helping people 

reclaim their lives from the disease of 
iction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 


Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, 


Food Shelf and Supportive Services. 
730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 


aliveness.org 


HIM Program - Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
www.Sto E MIN com 
www.inSPOT.org/Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
intormation and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

Sd 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS [stotewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over 

The World And Every Period Of 

Human History. Free Admission 
ally! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


ARTS ORGANIZATIONS 


Zeitgeist Arts 

Café - Cinema - Theater 
"Let us entertain уой!” 
Zeitgeist Arts Building 

E. Superior St. 

Duluth, M 

218) 722-9100 Café 
218) 722-7300 Cinema 
218) 336-1414 Theater 


www.zeitgeistarts.com 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


EDUCATION 

Minnesota Internship Center 
Charter School 
"Everyone Welcome Except Bullies." 
HS diploma, free bus pass, work 
readiness, support services, diverse, 
Fabulous! 

Sabathani Community Center 

310 E. 38th St., Rm LL9 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 722-5416 


www.mnic.org 


Alliance Francaise 

үеге all things French are | 
appening in the Twin Cities! 

13 N. Ts St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-0436 


www.afmsp.org 


William Mitchell College of Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888).962-5529 
www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENTS 


Minneapolis Bike Tour 

Annual bike ride in September 
supporting Minneapolis Parks. 

Fully supported route, refreshments 
and music in finish area. 

2117 W. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 
www.minneapolisbiketour.com 
mplsbiketour@minneapolisparks.org 


FITNESS 
YWCA of Minneapolis 


Serving men, women and families in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4118 
www.ywcompls.org 


sive, welcoming environment. 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health service to meet your 
needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 

Park Nicollet 

Park Nicollet Health Services offers 
the personalized care 

and support you deserve for your 
health, healing and learning. 
3850 Park Nicollet Blvd. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 993.3123 
www.parknicollet.com 
www.tacebook.com/parknicollet 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 


1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 
St. Paul MN 


t. Paul, 
(651) 641-0969 
www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


KFAI 

Radio without boundaries. 
1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-3144 
www.kfai.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 

station of the University of Minnesota 
1st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MEN'S HEALTH 


Among Men 

Educates and supports men to 
develop a greater confidence around 
their sexuality and sexual health. 
1300 S. 2nd'St., Ste. 300 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 626-7937 
amongmen@umn.edu 
www.amongmen.org 


MUSEUM 


Science Museum of Minnesota 

The Science Museum is the Upper 

Midwest's must-see, must-do museum. 

120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

ba 221-2547 
ttp://www.smm.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a 
leading yenue for the presentation of 
the art of our time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Brazen Theatre 

Plays, musicals, cabaret and other 
entertainment for adventurous 
audiences. 

See individual ads for venue 
(612) 244-4606 


www.brazentheatre.org 


Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Grand-scale musicals & fearless 

dramas, personal accounts & 
anoramic views: Garland, Civil War, 
968, a Diary, & Gangsters! 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 

www.HistoryTheatre.com 

Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 

artists and new work while sporking 

conversation about challenging 
uman issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th FI. 

Minneapolis, 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


James Sewell Ballet 
Nationally renowned contemporary 
ballet company based in the Twin 
Cities and touring the world. 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 215 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 672-0480 


www.jsballet.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhoo | 

GEk [упда!е Ave. S. Minneopolis, 
(612) 822.7063 
www.JungleTheoter.com 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
“Giving Voice to the Human 

Experience” - New and Rarely-Seen 

Musicals. 

8520 W. 29th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 605-3298 


www.aboutmmt.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Le Music Director Osmo Мапзка, 
the Minnesota Orchestra, one 

of America’s leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
О. Box 6116 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 


www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 

Professional, multi-racial company, 
romotes cultural pluralism and 

individual equality through artistic 

excellence. 

1501 S. 4th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 

www.mixedblood.com 


Mu Performing Arts 
Is the 2nd larges? pan-Asian 
performing arts organization in the 
.S., and is home fo Theater Mu, an 
Asian American theater company, 
and Mu Daiko, a Japanese taiko 
SE group. 
5 Wabasha St. N., Suite 140, 
St.Paul, MN 55102 
(651 789-1012 
ttp://www.muperforming arts.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse world- 
class dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 
performing arts and educotionof 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 
www.ordway.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds 
through exceptional talent and 
mastertul stories. 

20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Pillsbury House 

Get closer than ever before to 
thrilling contemporary theatre and 
the Twin Cities best actors. 

3501 Chicago Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0708 ext. 117 
www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 
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Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 

www.latteda.org 


The Lab Theater 

6000-square foot warehouse in 
the heart of downtown presenting 
immersive theatrical events. 

700 N. 1st St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 333-7977 
www.thelabtheater.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 389-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.Icgmc.org 


PETS/PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes 

for retired racing greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are calm, 
good-natured, and make excellent 
pets. 

info@gpa-mn.org 


www.gpa-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 Minneapolis, MN 


www.twincities.hrc.org www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suin 
the State for marriage equality. We 
welcome your support. 

Р. О. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


Minnesota Log Cabin 
Republicans 

Inclusion Wins. 

115 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 


www.mnlogcabin.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 

www.tcpride.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God's Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

Faith for all. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 
We welcome all people to discover, 


celebrate and share the love of Christ. 


333 Twelfth St. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Central Presbyterian Church 
Size isn't everything. Connections 
and intimacy of a small church in a 
majestic space. 

500 Cedar Street 

St. Paul, ММ 55101 

(651) 224-4728 


www.cpcstpaul.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Churc 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 
YES to all. 

A113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


First Congregational Church of 
Minnesota 

500 8th Ave. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 331-3816 


www.firstchurchmn.org 


First Unitarian Society 
Proclaiming together: We are alll 
worthy. Sunday services at 10:30. 
900 Mount Curve Ave. 
Minneapolis MN 

(612) 377-6608 


www.firstunitarian.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey With 
Hennepin’s Faith Community Through 
Worship, Education, Fellowship, 
Service, and More. 


511 Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, 


MN 
(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 

Church, 

A covenant network congregation 

welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 

www.hohchurch.org 

Mayflower Community 

Congre-gational United Church 

of Christ 

An open and affirming, peace with 

justice church welcomes you. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 

1-35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 
inneapolis, MN 

(612) 824.0761 

www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 
Progressive Christianity, Traditional 
Setting & Service, Social Action, The 
Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
ourney... 

t. Mark’s Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 

Church with Wingspan Ministry 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATIO 

+ WITNESS + ADVOCACY + 

Outreach of St. Paul-Reformation 

Church to the GLBTQA Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 

St. Paul’s United Church of 

Christ 

A vibrant, re-vitalizing metro 

congregation welcoming "you" on 

God!'s journey of love and justice. 

900 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-5809 

www.SPUCConSummit.org 

Union Congregational United 

Church of Christ 

Socially and theologicall 
rogressive. Open and affirming. А 

fost eace' church, founded in 1883. 

3700 Alabama Ave. S. 

St. Louis Park, MN 

952-929-8566 


www.unionslp.com 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender idenity. 

Www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, 


(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


SOCIAL JUSTICE 
Community Shares of 
Minnesota 

Community Shares of Minnesota 
raises funds and awareness for 
local organizations fighting for justice 
and equality. 

1619 Dayton Avenue, Suite 323 
St.Paul, M 

(651) 647-0440 
changeisbetter.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 

Wholly committed to making life 
better for our most vulnerable citizens 
since 1865 


2485 Como Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 642-5990 


www.|ssmn.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business Association 
Visit the historic St. Croix river town o 
Afton, i 

Unique shopping, orchards, dining, 
wine bar, activities, B&B. 
www.aftonmnarea.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
etaway! 
istoric Rivertown. Birthplace of 
Minnesota. 
Minutes from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater. MN 55082 
(651-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Door County Visitor Bureau 
Your stories. Our setting. Like 
nowhere else. Door County, 
Wisconsin 

P.O. Box 406 

Sturgeon Bay, WI 

(808) 52-RELAX (7-3529) 
www.doorcounty.com 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and В & B's. Atfractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Milwaukee 

Playing host to guests looking for 

fun getaways & those in town to get 
eals done. 

648 N. Plankinton Ave., Suite 425 

Milwaukee, WI 

(800) 554-1448 


www.visitmilwaukee.org 


Visit Stockholm Wisconsin 

Small Village...Big Arts 

Small town charm, old world 

roots, world class culture. One of 
Midwest Livings "Top 10 Small Town 
Getaway's"Come spend the weekend 
with из! 
www.stockholmwisconsin.com 


zoos 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 


К 3000 Zoo Bd 
e valle 
(952) 431-0200 


www.mnzoo.org 
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Extra bras and fake hair lying around? Just to prove she's good in more than one room of the house, Wanda 
shares some household tips and tricks perfect for drag queens and ladies with far too much fashion sense 
for their own good. 


Pantyhose: Tomato plants extra leggy and untamed by wire cages? 

Simply snip up some old hose (not to be confused with old hos) and tie 

those leggy arms to cages or posts. Old hose also make for great casual 
headbands and reusable tea bags. Just make sure to wash them before 

steeping. 


Bras: Love polishing your floor but hate roughing up your youthful 
knees? Snip old over-the-shoulder boulder holders in half and use the 
straps or add a strap of elastic to each cup and presto: homemade knee 
pads! Old bras also make for great ear muffs... as long as you’re not 
actually going to be seen by other human beings while wearing them. 


Size 14 heels: Transform those old boat anchors into decorative 
planters. Poke holes in the soles for proper drainage, then add fresh 
potting soil and your favorite flowering flora. Have some steps in your 
backyard? Put one clodhopper per step for some drag queen curb 
appeal! 


Wigs: Got some old weave lying around? Cut wigs, weaves and/or 
hairpieces into 4” strands. Set the sassy clumps outside in springtime for 
our fine-feathered friends. Why shouldn’t their nests be as fabulous as 
ours? Just make sure to wash the wigs beforehand. You don’t want to be 
responsible for an epidemic of chickadees overcome by Rave #3 fumes. 


Spirit Gum: Maybe the channel knob falls off your RCA console 
TVA and you're fresh out of super glue. Simply dab a few drops of 
spirit gum on the back and voila! Like new. At least new for an old RCA 
console. Also handy for re-affixing doodads to thingamabobs. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


EMPLOYMENT 


Landscape Gardening 
Positions: Part and full time, 
NE Mpls. Have valid DL, clean 
professional appearance, 
strong communication. 
8-10 hours per day. 
Avail. late March. Email 
NEmplsgardenfagmail.com 
for details. 


ADMIN/ PERSONAL 
ASSISTANCE NEEDED; 
Able to work in a fast-paced 
environment and multitask 
with a wide range of 
functions in administration. 
Applicants are to reply 
to barrycaroljobs(dgmail. 
com. 


HOME FURNISHING 


COTTAGE HOUSE • An 
Occasional Market ° 
sale: PARIS APARTMENT! 
APRIL 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
Wed. 1-7pm, Th-Fri 10am- 
7pm, Sat-Sun 10am-6pm. 
• 4304 Chicago Ave. S, 
Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


HOME SERVICES 


PRO TEAM PAINTING 
PLUS. Complete Interior 
& Exterior Painting. Plus 


Carpentry Services. Call: 
(651) 917-2881 or go to www. 
proteampaintingplus.com. 


MEDIATION 


Patrick R. Burns, Ацу., 
Mediator, Arbitrator: Private 
dispute resolution. Achieve 
legally enforceable results 
and peace through mediation 
or arbitration. Tel: (612]875- 
1022, www.resolve.pro. 


PET SITTING & WALKING 


We walk dogs! Bark Avenue, 
Etc. Insured and Bonded. 
Dog Walking and Pet Sitting 
(cats ^ tool). Energetic. 
Responsible. Flexible. www. 
barkavenueminneapolis. 
com. mbíd 
barkavenueminneapolis. 
com. (612) 423-4523. Twin 
Cities Metro Area. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


DIANA SNYDER, LICSW 
Psychodynamic and Eclectic/ 
Creative approach. 22+ 
years. Individual and Family. 
Specializing in: anxiety, 
depression, relationships, 
self esteem. LGBT. Alternative 
lifestyles. Cultural diversity. 
English/Spanish. Uptown. 
(612) 272-6488. Snyder.tk. 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. 


(612) 940-7033. www. 
dennischristian.com. 
TOM GLASER, MS, 


PSYCHOLOGIST • COACH ° 
CELEBRANT. (612) 240-4289. 
http://www.tomglaserlp. 
com/. 


ROOMMATES 


Gay male to share large 
2 BR with gay male. $525 
month includes utilities. Free 
laundry, cable and internet 
available. One month security 
deposit. Available now. Call 
Nick at (612) 325-4058. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


A Man's Touch Massage - 
Complete & discreet full 
body massage. Masculine 
responsive masseur with 
great personality. Seven days 
a week 10a-10p. Call Jeffrey 
at (612) 581-8171. 


R & R STUDIO. A rub above 
the rest. Offering Therapeutic 
Massage. SPECIAL: $60/hour 
or $75/1.5 hour. In/Out by 
appointment only. West Metro 
location. Evenings/Weekends 
only. Ryan, (952) 544-0490. 
athleticbulldog2004(dyahoo. 
com. 


REAL & GOOD - mam 
massage by experienced 
responsive masseur. Many 
repeat clients. Studio, shower 
and lots of TLC. Near DT Mpls, 
noon-10 pm, 7 days. Gene: 
(612) 749-7726. Thanks! 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, 
resulting in bodywork at its 
best! Bruck, MT, DC in South 
Minneapolis (d (612) 306- 
6323. 


MEET 


REAL 


Minneapolis 


952.938.8700 
763.226.2929 
612.465.7255 


St. Paul 
651.305.2737 


FREE CODE: LAVENDER 
Other local numbers: 


1-888-634-2628 


Tell-A- 
Friend J 
REWARDS 


1-888-M 


| a c 


to Listen 


чи. Reply ќо Ads! 
/ / SEA | | 


egaMates" 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888) 634.2628 18+ ©2011 PC LLC 
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MS. BEHAVIOR” | мегу Cohn 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

Last fall, my friend Joe introduced me 
to Sherry on a lesbian Ах-ир. He claimed 
Sherry was a fantastic stylish professional 
with a great sense of humor. We went out on 
several dates: at first she seemed exactly as 
he described her, although soon she grew a 
little nervous and clingy. Within the month 
Sherry had lost her job and apartment dur- 
ing some kind of rage attack, and also lost 
any semblance of sanity. When I broke it off 
with her, she seemed unwilling to accept re- 
ality and kept calling, writing, sending gifts, 
and dropping by. It was traumatic for me, 
like being stalked and finally, I got tough 
with her: "Sherry, you're not for me. Sorry 
things are rough, but I don't want to date 
anymore. Don't call or write. I do not want to 
be in contact with you ever again." Luckily, 
that did the trick. 

Anyway, the problem is my friend Joe: 
it turns out he's known Sherry for years 
and has lived through these meltdowns of 
hers — freaking out, losing jobs, massive 
insecurities, verging on delusions — but 
he neglected to warn me. Last night I saw 
him at a party. When I mentioned the experi- 
ence, he just shrugged and said, “Guess she 
wasn't for you." I know I should just let it go 
and write it off as a singular psycho lesbian 
dating experience, but I feel so mad at his 
response. Гуе also found out that he's now 
planning to set her up with Sarah, a casual 
friend of mine. Should I warn Sarah? 

- WARNING OR NOT 


Dear Warning or Not: 

It sounds like Sherry needs a therapist 
(or some medication) a lot more than she 
needs a girlfriend. With the proper help, 
she may feel a lot better and not act so, 
well, nutty. 

You can warn Sarah about your own ex- 
perience with Sherry without being unkind. 
But if Sarah is one of those gentle-hearted 
boundary-free lesbians who ache to fulfill all 
of someone's wacky needs, your cautionary 
tale won't help. Haven't you met the type? – 
professional dog groomer by day, amateur 
crisis counselor/psychodrama instructor 
by night, willing to act as caretaker, lover, 
career counselor, real estate agent, mommy, 
and psychiatrist? 

Joe may continue to try to foist Sherry 
onto unsuspecting lesbians because it light- 
ens his burden; he may be the beneficiary 
of Sherry's meltdowns when she's single. 
But at this point, it's no longer your problem. 
Just consider his judgment tainted (and po- 
litely decline any further matchmaking as- 
sistance). 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

Im a 23-year-old man. My longest rela- 
tionship was with my childhood sweetheart, 
a girl, which started in the 7th grade and 
continued through college. I'm still close to 
Betsy's parents, although Betsy refuses to 
speak to me. She doesn't accept that I'm gay 
-she’s more religious than her parents and 
says it's an “abomination” and is also pissed 


because I was supposed to marry her. She 
doesn't ever want to see me again. Her par- 
ents continue to write me cards and letters 
and to tell me they accept me as I am. 

Can I remain close with Betsy's parents 
and see them on the sly when I visit home? 
I know it sounds weird, but they were like a 
second family to me. My boyfriend says I 
gave all that up when I gave up Betsy. Is that 
true, Ms. Behavior? Does becoming gay 
mean you have to wipe away ALL the com- 
forts of the past? 

-MEMBER OF THE FAMILY 


Dear Member of the Family: 

Being gay does not mean you have to 
wipe away all the comforts of your past. 
It just means you have to wear silly cos- 
tumes, hold your wrist limply, and talk with 
alisp - but only during a chance encounter 
with Betsy. 

When you refer to seeing Betsy's parents 
“on the sly,” from whom are you hiding it? If 
you mean Betsy, Ms. Behavior sees no prob- 
lem with your choice. You're not obligated to 
please her anymore. (In fact, it's unlikely you 
ever did, isn't it?) 

You do, however, have an obligation to 
be truthful with your boyfriend about your 
feelings for Betsy's family. He doesn't have 
to like your relationship with them and he 
doesn't have to visit them with you, but you 
shouldn't hide from him your intention to 
see them. O 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


LAS HORMIGUITAS 
YIENEN ЉЕ UN 

JURO РА DE 
-TRABAJO ү VAN 


A DESCANSAR A 
50 CASITA- 


E ee = =< 
The ants are getting back from a hard workday, 
and they are coming home to rest. 

Les fourmis reviennent d'une dure journée de 
travail pour se reposer à la maison. 


70 | LAVENDER | APRIL 5-18, 2012 


rrun 


Let's f-ck! 
Fourrons! 


A little ant is getting home late... 
poor little thing! Huff... huff... 
Une petite foumi accuse du retard... 


POR RODRO 


| ¿ME ФЕ" 
FOLLANDO CON 
LA CiGARRA £2. 


was f---ing the grasshopper! 
Pauvre petite? Je fourrais la sauterelle! 


pauvre petite! Pfouf... pfouf... 


COMING SOON 


ICON IT’S TIME TO TAKE A STAND 
MINNEAPOLIS 


1625 west end boulevard • the shops at west end 
(763) 515.1177 • showplaceicon.com 


NOW SHOWING 


Pinca 


THE WEINSTEIN COMPANY „ WHERE WE LVE FILMS за “BOLLY” 
"Т LEE HIRSCH ASE / BISHOP ALLEN s LINDSAY UTZ./ JENNY GOLDEN "^7: LEE HRSCH 
pm S ODY WATT "SLE HescH / СИМА LOWEN LEE НЕА 
sunoance Einhorn Family gara be. EEE P ean | k 
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EXPERIENCE IT LIKE NEVER BEFORE 


IN3D 4. 


COMING SOON 


ra. S) 


GET SIX DOLLAR MOVIES 


PROGRAM 


JOIN NOW FOR 
° SELECT TITLES FOR ONLY $6 
• NO INTERNET TICKETING FEES 
* FREE VIP UPGRADE, MONDAY - THURSDAY 


also enjoy 
• member-onlu screenings 
• exclusive member discounts 
° weekly clapboard newsletter 


Ф“ 


Ei E LIKE US ON FACEBOOK. FOLLOW US ON TWITTER. 


OUR VOICES 


) THROUGH THESE EYES | Justin Jones 


The 


Romantics 


THEY SAY that those who look for hap- 
piness will find it. They say that we should 
pursue our dreams, and forego things that 
make life miserable. 

There are two exceptions to this rule: 
when our happiness infringes upon or dis- 
misses the happiness of others, and when 
our chase forces us to risk our basic needs. 

There are those who heed this rule-the 
passionate, sometimes selfish, among us. 
And there are those who cling to one of its 
exceptions-people who range from the self- 
less to the material-consumed. 

We find happiness when we're willing 
to work for it, and we shouldn't find it if it 
costs other people their happiness. Sounds 
good to me. 

But in this philosophy there is a paradox 
that tortures a group of its most inspired 
members... 

The Romantics. 

The philosophy of happiness-that we will 
find it if we look for it-contradicts another 
cliché: that we shouldn't look for love. That 
love will find us. If we look for it, we will trick 
ourselves into believing we've found it, and 
we'll "settle." 

For the Romantic, settling is impossible. 
'The Romantic lives a volatile life, often brim- 
ming as much with insecurity and disap- 
pointment as it is with hope and wonder. 
“Settling” connotes mediocrity, and there 
can be no mediocre romantic. 


So the paradox tortures the Romantic: if 
love will make me happy, and I am supposed 
to look for what makes me happy, why am I 
not supposed to look for love? As a self-pro- 
claimed, sappy romantic, I believe I have our 
answer: Romantics are masochists. We 
thrive on torment and martyrdom as much 
as intimacy and ecstasy, and we would have 
it no other way. 

First things first. What is a Romantic? I de- 
fine myself to be someone who wants desper- 
ately to find the love of his life-someone who 
will do nearly anything to find the mythical, 
perfect “him.” And right there in my defini- 
tion of who I am we find the Romantic’s fatal 
flaw: the incessant, impossible pursuit of per- 
fection, of the never-ending honeymoon. 

I’m not talking about perfection in inti- 
macy. I’m not even talking about the expec- 
tation that everything must be “romantic” 
in a romantic relationship. No, no. Flowers 
and candy, rose petals and teddy bears- 
those things aren’t romantic. Those things 
are for normal people who sometimes buy 
tokens of romance. 

I’m talking about the more subtle things 
like, will he hold me all night long, and what 
does it mean if he doesn’t? What about the 
way he looked at that guy who just walked 
by? He obviously thought the guy was attrac- 
tive-what qualities does he have that I don't? 

These questions multiply by the thou- 
sands in the Romantic’s mind, and if he’s 


good at faking, he'll pretend such things 
don’t bother him because he knows these 
thoughts are absurd-impossible to meet at 
the Romantic’s satisfaction. 

This sounds like the Romantic is sappy 
or blind to reality—a victim of naivete, maybe. 
But he is not. He, of all people, has probably 
seen the most heartbreak. Instead of becom- 
ing disillusioned by tragedy as some people 
become, he over-inflates his broken heart 
with the very thing that shattered when it 
fell: hope. He falls down and stands up time 
and time again, believing each time to be his 
Happily Ever After. The Romantic thrives on 
ferocity. On intense passion and tragedy. On 
agony and ecstasy. He is romantic because 
his happiness is fragile, and whether he 
knows it or not, that’s what turns him on. 
The Romantic treasures life because he is 
the masochist who not only risks, but who 
dares, to be heartbroken so that he may sa- 
vor ecstasy a million times more. It’s a theo- 
ry in juxtaposition: how can we know bliss if 
we haven’t known heartbreak? 

And that’s why Romantics are often sin- 
gle, waiting for love instead of pursuing it 
(I fall into this category). Or serial monoga- 
mists, looking for happiness instead of wait- 
ing for love. 

Is it a fault to be a Romantic? Probably 
only to those who aren’t-to the normals. I’m 
happy to be a Romantic. 

Well, as happy as a Romantic can be. О 
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cure RIV. 


For more information about 
participating in a research study, 
call: 612-625-7472 
or visit: www.hiv.umn.edu 


Researchers at the University 
of Minnesota are working hard 
to find a cure for HIV. Several 
studies are currently under- 
way, and we need your help. 


Your participation in an HIV 
research study might bring a 
cure closer to reality. This is 
important work, and you can 
be a part of it. 


Let’s talk if you are: 
° HIV+ 
° 18 or older 
• In generally good health 


Compensation and time 
requirements vary, depending 
on the study. 


UNIVERSITY 
OF MINNESOTA 


Driven to Discover” 


What kind of 
award-winning project 
Sa do you want 
for your home? 


ZIZ otogawa-anschel 


design + build 


We build Certified Green with MN GreenStar. 


